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HEN I firſt planned this Diſcourſe 
I was not apprehenſive that it would 
ſo much exceed the uſual Limits as. 
in the Compoſition I found to be neceſſary. 
A candid and conſiderate Reader may, Ithink  _. 
diſcern that I have carefully avoided all need- 6's 
leſs Prolixity, and endeavoured to bring the ö 
Subje& into as moderate a Compaſs as the ; i 
Nature and Copiouſneſs of it would admit. „ 
And it can ſcarcely eſcape the Obſervation of 


ay, that moſt of the Enlargements ſubjoined! =, {| 
by way of Notes might properly enough Wh 


have made a Part of the Diſcourſe, and that 1 


the Proof of the Fact under Conſideration 5 1 
would have been more full and complete, 92 


the Conſtructions of Scripture more amply 4 i 
| . . 1 
corroborated, and fortified againſt evaſive 7 


N | % ; 
Diſtinctions, had I not, from a regard to the 9 
neceſſary Limits of a Sermon, declined to expa- 4 


tiate upon every thing that is worthy of a 75 
diſtinct and particular Notice. For this 
Reaſon alſo I have touched in a very flight 
and curſory Manner only, upon the general 
A Commu- 
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iv FE. 
Communication of Prophecy and traditionary 
Inſtruction in the Infancy of the World, and 
the univerſal Benefits of the Moſaic Diſpen- 
fation ; Topics which, having ſome Afinity 
with the Subject and Scope of this Inquiry, 


might pertinently have fallen under a more 


particular and deliberate Diſquiſition, had not 
the capital Argument of itſelf ſupplied a 
Field of Diſcourſe ſufficiently large and co- 
pious. 

The Deſign of this Diſcourſe is to aſcertain 
and fix the genuine and full Import of ſeveral 
Paſſages of Scripture with reſpect to the origi- 
pal Publication of the Goſpel, and ,to ſhew 
that they are a proper Foundation for the 
Opinion ſet forth in the Title Page ; which 
Paſſages, though ſome of the moſt ſimple, per- 
ſpicuous, and poſitive Texts that are to be found 
in any Part of the ſacred Writings, level to the 
Capacity and Judgment of every plain Man, 
and intirely conſiſtent with each other, have 


yet, it is apprehended, been too generally ſubjec- 
ted to Miſconſtructions, as if the Terms were 


really vague and of uncertain Signification, or, 
which is a more groſs Abuſe, as if they were 
not to be regarded as the Word of God, and 
as much to be depended upon as the reſt of 
the inſpired Writings. And thus thoſe Parts 
of the Scriptures, which are the proper Evi- 


dences of God's e Providence and im- 
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partial Benignity, have, by unwarran table 


Reſtrictions and Limitations, been made to 
give way to an Objection, which, though 


not allowed as ſolid and concluſive, yet, 
could it be ſhewn to be well founded, muſt, 
| conceive, be acknowledged to be one of 


the moſt ſpecious, and not equally frivo- 


lous and ſuperficial with moſt other Excepti- 
ons that have been advanced in oppoſition 
to the Divine Authority and Perfection of 


Chriſtianity. That the Suppoſition maintain- 


ed in the enſuing Diſcourſe is no way re- 


pugnant to our beſt though finite Conceptions 
of the Deity, that on the foot of human Rea- 


ſon it is not unworthy of the Nature, Perfec- 
tions, and Providence of the Author of our 
being, I need not ſcruple to aver; and that 
it has its Foundation and Support from the E- 


rangelical Hiſtory and Doctrines, will, I am 


perſuaded, be alſo ſufficiently manifeſt. For 
tis no Raſhneſs to affirm, that whoever is ca- 
pable of diveſting himſelf of Prejudices, in or- 
der to take the Scriptures for his Guide and 
Criterion, muſt be inclined to think, that 
were the Argument, and the whole Evidence 
here produced from the Scriptures for the Uni- 
rerfality of the Goſpel, conſiderable as it is, 
to be ſet aſide by one ſingle oppoſite Declara- 


tion, or by a bare ſeeming Intimation only, it 


would be reſting the Cauſe upon a very fate 
Iflue, 


vi PR EF Me. 


Iſſue, and that the putting any limited Con- 
ſtructions on the ſeveral Texts inſiſted upon, 


is doing violence to the Letter, and departing 
from the clear obvious Meaning and conſtant 


Tenor of the inſpired Writings, or, in other | 


Words, is handling the Word of God deceitfully, 
or at leaſt incautiouſly, and, though not al- 


ways intentionally, is yet actually giving up the 


plain Truth of the Goſpel. 
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The Univerſality of the Chriſtian, 
Revelation allerted. 


EPHESIANS iv. 11, 12. 


And He gave ſome Apoſtles ; and ſome Pro- 


 phets ; and ſome Evangelifts; and ſome Paſ- 
tors and Teachers ; 
For the perfefting of the Saints, for the Work 


of the Miniſtry, for the ed: WY of te Body 
of Chriſt, 


diſcourſe upon the Importance, Neceſſi- 
ty, and divine Inſtitution of a Chriſtian 
Miniſtry. But as in St. Paul's primary In- 
tention the Words have a direct and imme- 
diate reſpect to the Original Appointment 
of the firſt Followers and Diſciples of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to the Work of preaching 
the Goſpel to the whole World, and more 


eſpecially to their folemn and publick De- 


ignation to that Office at the Day of Pentecoft, 
as is evident from the Verſes next preceding, 


I ſhall at preſent limit my Deſign to a Confi- 
A 


deration 


Micr from this Text take occaſion to 


: "ic 2 ') 

deration of the aer Femarkable- and mos 
mentous Circ: ces-of7hat-Time;=as being 
riſis which will furniſh- ample Matter for 
Obſervation, and, an, Opportunity, urſu- 
ing ang Mins eee Een 22 
ring in the ; {to attempt an Expli- 
cation of various Paſſages grounded n the 


Gonſideration of theſe Circamſtances. And 


this I ſhall do with a view of diſcovering the 
true Extent of, ttheyPromulgation of (Hei i- 
nity by the _ Apoſtles, and . firſt Converts, 
many of whom may very well be thought 

to be comprehehded under ſome of the gene- 
ral Denominations in the Text, of Evangeliſts, 
or Paſters and Teachers then 9 to the 
Work of the Miniſtry. 

Before I advance in this Subject, it may 
be proper to remark, that the Affurances.cun- 
tained in the Scriptures concerning the Pub- 
lication of the Goſpel, ought to be conſidered 
as not merely human Atteſtations, but have 
the Nature and Force of Divine Teſtimony, 
and as ſuch are abſolutely to be depended 
ppon. For the ſame Reaſon which made 
it requiſite that the Doctrinal Parts of the 


Scripture ſhould. be given by ati att of 


God, will lead! us to infer. that the Hiſtorical 
Records which we have reccived from the 

Evangeli ifts had alſo the Sanction of His 
Approbation whom They ſerved in the Gebel 
of bis Son. For ſince the Holy Scriptures 
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fire defigned to be a Repreſentation of he 
Divine Nature and, Perſections, and were 


vouchſafed to Mankind, for this Egq; that 
therein as in 4 Glaſs they might behold the 
Glory of the Lord, we muſt have: ſych Appre- 
henſions of the Wiſdom and Providence of 
God as would be derogatory even to human 
Prudence, if we can ſuppoſe that the Writers 
of them were left deſtitute of the divine Su- 
perintendency in giving an account of ſuch Mat- 
ters as could not but direct, and doubtleſs were 
recorded on purpoſe that they might direct the 
judgment of Mankind concerning the Attrie 
butes of the Deity, and his Conduct toward 
his Creatures [a]. Admitting then that” by 


+ 


[a] Every conſiderate and rational Perſan muſt be ſen- 
ſible, that in all Caſes where the Views and Intentions 
of God are. not beyond our Comprehenſion, but are 
clearly diſcoverable and apparent, the Hiſtory of the actual 
Conduct and Adminiſtrations of his Providence muſt as 
neceſſarily direct our Judgment of his Nature and Attri- 
butes, of his moral Character and Government, and that 
they are as plain and ſafe a Rule for this Purpoſe, as the 
revealed DoCtrines themſelves. If therefore we have the 
Equity to admit the Manner of St. Pauls Converſion 
2nd Deſignation to the Apoſtleſhip, and the miraculous 
Powers with which he was endued, to be a full and ſuffi- 
cient Vindication of every Claim which he made in his 
miniſteria] Capacity, and if his Pretenſions to divine In- 
ſpiration can be denied by none who are at all converſaut 
in bis Writings, then it may juſtly be concluded that the 
divine Guidance and Superintendency was extended as 
well to the Evangelical Records, as to the Doctrines which 
we have received from his Hands. For there is manifeſtly 
a Parity of Reaſon for affording the ſame kind of Sanction 


A 2 the 


(4) 
the ſame Spirit which appointed them tz 
preach the Kingdom of God, the Evangeliſts 
were in every thing enriched and guided in all 
Utterance and all Knowledge, and that they 
came behind in no Gift or gracious Aſſiſtance 
that was expedient to give the fulleſt 
Weight and Confirmation both to their Doc- 
trine and to their Teſtimony of the things 
which concern the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus 
Christ, if the ſacred Writers may be allowed 
to have this Advantage and Preeminence 
above all others, then it cannot be denied 
that clear and poſitive Declarations contained 


to the one as to the other, and there needs no further 
Demonſtration that they are both to be received upon one 
and the fame Footing, but to refle& how manifeſtly un- 
worthy of the divine Wiſdom is a partial Inſpiration or 
Patronage of thoſe Scriptures, every Part of which has 
evidently the fame uniform Scope and Tendency, a Ten- 
dency not to fill our Minds with an unprofitable ſpecula- 
tive Knowledge of indifferent unconcerning Matters, but 
to teach us of the Mays of God, to inſtruct us in the Wil- 
dom, Power, and gracious Adminiſtrations of his Pro- 
vidence, and this in order to promote moral Edifi- 
| cation, to help and i. prove our Devotion towards Him, 
and to ſtir us up to a due Cooperation on our parts with 
his merciful Deſigns both towards ourſelves and the reſt 

of Mankind. Thus then our Faith ſtands not in the Teſ- 
timony of Man, but upon a Foundation that is more firm 

and unſhaken than the fulleſt hiſtorical Evidence that is 

merely human, in the Power and Authority of God; «#& 

—geeq-then only isFf an Act of Confidence in the Vera- 
city of God, when it is ſtaggered by no Difficulties, nor 
leſſened by any human Appearances. And though ſuch 

a Faith, and the Principles by which it is warranted, may 

raſhly be ſet at nought by Men, whoſe Minds are at Enmit) 

Ap is. 


(5) 
in the Scriptures concerning the Publication 
of the Goſpel are à ſure and infallible Foun- 
dation of Belief, though not corroborated by 
farther human Teſtimony; and though ſome 
Difficulties ſhould be thought {till to remain, 
«© Things of that kind being unavoidable 
« where Accounts are ſhort and general, and 
« where Writers content themſelves with“ 
oiving ſuch Relations © as ſerve the Ends of 
ie writing, without deſcending to thoſe par- 
« ticular Recitals which gratify the Curious.“ 
[5] Give me leave to obſerve further, that 
were there not ſuch powerful Motives to per- 


with the Goſpel of Chriſt, and are therefore repulſive of all 
Arguments in ſupport of the Excellency and Authority of 
the holy Scriptures, yet lince theſe Principles are the clear 
and neceſſary Deductions of impartial unprejudiced Reaſon, 
our Aﬀent to the Truth of the Fact which is the Subject 
of this Diſcourſe upon the Teſtimony of Holy Scripture 
alone, far from being chargeable with Folly or weak 
Credulity, is a truly wiſe and rational Faith, which is not 
to be carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, nor 
ſubverted by the Sleight of Men and cunning Craftineſs 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive, and to leſſen our Re- 
liance upon thoſe Scriptures which alone are able to make 
us wiſe unto Salvation, | 
The Reaſon of premiſing this Remark concerning the 
Inſpiration of the hiſtorical Parts of Scripture (with an 
eſpecial Reſpet to the Teſtimony of St. Paul) and the 
Importance of it to the Subject of this Diſcourſe, the Rea- 
der will diſcern as he proceeds. | | 3. 
( The Lord Biſhop of Briſtol's Sermon on Scripture 
Difficulties, p. 16. 1 
In the ſame Diſcourſe there are ſeveral other judicious 
Obſervations relative to the hiſtorical Parts of Holy Scrip- 
ture, the Juſtneſs of which will be admitted by every im- 


| ſuade 


(G6) 
ſuade us of the Truth of whatever is handed 
down in theſe Writings, yet were it inconſi- 
derate to require other Notices of the Preach- 
ing of Chriſtianity in thoſe Countries where it 
did not gain any footing, than the Evangeliſt; 


themſelves had Opportunity of leaving behind 


them, as well becauſe where no religious 
Communities were formed upon the Princi- 
ples of the Goſpel, the Doctrines would ſoon 
be obliterated and loſt, as by reaſon of thc 
known Diſadvantages of former Times for tran. 
mitting hiſtorical Accounts, had any Monu- 
ments of Chriſtianity for ſome Space of Time 
actually ſubſiſted. 


H Av IN G laid down theſe few preliminary 


Obſervations, as not unfit to obviate Excep- 


partial and conſiderate Perſon; among which the follow- 
ing are particularly applicable to the Subject of this Inquiry: 
His Lordſhip takes notice, that * the Hiſtorical Narrations 
ce are ſometimes involved. in Obſcurity, The Writers 
& content themſelves with a general Account, without 
„ deſcending to minute Particulars. The ſeveral Cir- 
© cumſtances of Time and Place are ſometimes either 
& intirely omitted, or imperfectly delivered. The 
& Grounds and Reaſons of certain Actions are ſcarce 
<* hinted at. And different Writers, ſpeaking variouily 
s concerning the ſame things, at firſt ſight are thought 
<< to diſagree,” [This however cannot be pretended to 
be the Caſe with regard to the Point which is the Subject 
of this Diſcourſe, the whole Strain 'of the Scriptures 
throughout concurring to eſtabliſh the Reality of a general 
Publication of the Goſpel, without any the leaſt Appear- 
ance or Intimation of the contrary to be ſet againſt it] 
Upon theſe accounts, and ſeveral others which might be 

| tons, 


16 


tions. 
tract 
ency 
now 
Diſce 
derin 
Apol 
Day 
ferrec 
atten 
the 
there 
from 
of th 
tion : 
tions 
nicat! 
voucl 
unive 


6 mer 


©« Paſ] 
« But 
„ gcc 
« Ma 
« be 1 
& TL, 
* Teſt 
1 ſet 1 
* poſit 
ce certc 
uu 
« that 
6-4 


apainſt 


(7) 
tons, which might ſeem in any degree to de- 
tract from the Weight, Utility, and Suffici- 
ency of the ſcriptural Teſtimonies, I proceed 
now to ſtate the Deſign and Method of this 
Diſcourſe, and propoſe to begin with confi- 
dering the Manner and Circumſtances of the 
Apoſtles Appointment to the Miniſtry at the 
Day of Pentecoſt, the Time particularly re- 4; 
ferred to by the Text, from which I ſhall [if 


attempt an Illuſtration of ſeveral Paſſages in 4 ; 

the Scriptures which ſeem to be relative "i 
thereto, and this in order to raiſe a Proof, + jt 
from moſt certain Warrants of Holy Scripture, 2 * 
of the Univerſality of the Chriſtian Revela- 44 
ton; I ſhall alſo offer ſome curſory Reflec- L 71 
tions with a view to ſhew that the Commu- =_ 
nication of the primary Revelations that were 1 
vouchſafed to the Patriarchs, was free and | | 
univerſal, and ſhall take ſome brief Notice 5 x. 
mentioned, Queſtions will ariſe concerning Hiſtorical A ; 


« Paſlages, to which it is not obvious to give an Anſwer. 
« But yet Difficulties of this kind have many of them been 
« accounted for by Care and Pains. — However even as . 

« Matters now ſtand, we deny that any Concluſions can 3% 
* be drawn from hence to the Prejudice of Scripture. "Fa 

& The general Fadts are ſufficiently ſupported by the clear 

« Teſttmonies we enjoy; and the Objections alledged, though 
et in their flronge/t Light, are trifling, if compared with 


&* poſitrve and direct Evidence, When a Point is once 
* certain, we are no ways obliged to ſatisfy each curious 
% Queſtion about it; and it is allowed in all other caſes 
* that Dificulties are of no Weight againſt Demonſtration,” 
i. e. ſuch poſitive Evidence as there is nothing to be ſet 
apainſt, | 
of 


* 


| propoſed : 


(89) 


of - the extenſive Benefits of the particular 


Niſpenſation of the Moſazc, Law. In the 


| _—_ cution of - which Defign I hope it will be 


pardonable, if the ſubject matter, ſhould una. 
voidably carry me ſomething beyond the uſual 
Limits of a ſingle Diſcourſe, and that the 


Neceſſity of being very particular in the En- 


quiry; and of having ſome regard to Objec- 
tions, will atone for it, if from what the 
Holy Scriptures and our Reaſon will diſcover 
on theſe important Heads, there ſhould reſult 
ſuch a Manifeſtation of the Inpartiality and 
Plenitude of the Divine Goodneſs as may 
make us freely and without. Reſervations join 
in St, Peter's Acknowledgment, - and of 4 
Truth perceive that God is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons, but that in every Age and Nation, be 


that: feareth Him and worketh Righteouji wſs i 15 


accepted with Him. 
To proceed then in the 8 and Method 


one, that it was requiſite that ſome publick 
and ſignal Atteſtation ſhould be given of the 
Divine Legation of thoſe Perſons who were 
to be the fir ſt Miniſters of a Diſpenſation, that 
was to put an End as well to the Jeuiſb Oc- 
conomy as to the falſe Syſtems of idolatrous 
Worſhip that had obtained in every other 
Nation, And therefore when the Fullneſs of 
Time was come for making known unto all the 


Waorie the great Myſtery of the Means and 
1 | Method 
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. 
Method of Man's Redemption, which had 
been bid from Ages and from Generations, 
the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt were appointed 
and recognized as the. Ambaſſadors of God, 
not only by ſuch Gifts and Influences of the 
Holy Spirit as have been ordinary and uſual 
in ſubſequent Times, but their Election to 
the Miniſtry was manifeſted by extraordinary 
viſible Signs and Tokens, and by the Gift of 
divers Languages, The Circumſtances of the 
Time and Place, and the Quality of the Afſem+ 
bh in whoſe Preſence the Divine Authority 
of their Commiſſion was thus confirmed, 
are very remarkable and momentous, and à 
Confideration of theſe Circumſtances, and of 


te eſtabliſhing of that important Point which 
has been mentioned as the chief Obje& and 
ultimate Deſign of this Diſcourſe. For the 
exhibiting of theſe Miracles, and communi- 
ating ſuch Gifts and Powers to the Apoſtles at 
a Place which had been the Theatre of a won- 
derful Series of many other important Tranſ- 
actions preparatory to the Introduction of the 
Meffiah's Kingdom, and at a Time when there 


ſchtes to the Jewiſh Religion [c]) out of every 
le] The Proſelytes to the Jewiſh Religion were of two 
on B Nation 


the Nature and Deſign of the Gifts imparted 
to the Apoſtles, will very much conduce te 


vere dwelling there devout Jews (under which 
Denomination are comprehended not only 
Perſons of Feworſh Extraction, but alſo Pro- 


a 
Nation under Heaven, i. e. Perſons acquaint. 

ed with the Revelations and Prediclions in the 
Law and the Prophets concerning the Meſial, 
and competentJudges of their Accompliſhment: 
This Concurrence, or rather Diſpoſition of ſuch 
Facts and Circumſtances muſt be looked up- 
on as a wiſe and providential Deſign, and per- 
haps a neceſſary Means at that time for the 
Furtherance and more ready Reception of the 
Goſpel, inaſmuch as Mankind in every Part 
of the World, by their Intercourſe with thoſe 
religious and deyout Perſons of their reſpec- | 
tive Nations, who were Witneſſes [d] of theſe 
things, (and who now at the End of the TJew!/ 
Diſpenſation were diſcharged from the Obli- 
gation of worſhiping God at this particular 
Place, and by the prophetic Notice of the 
approaching Deſtruction of the City and Po- 
lity were admoniſhed to diſperſe themſelves 
into their reſpective Countries) might be in- 


Denominations : 1. Proſelytes of the Gate, who obliged 
themſelves only to the Obſervation of the Precepts deli- 
vered to Nah, and ſuch might dwell in the Land of Juda, 
or in other Countries. 2. Proſelytes of the Covenant, 
who, being by Circumciſion incorporated into the Jew:// 
Church, and Polity, were bound to obſerve the whole Law 
of Moſes, and therefore muſt have ſettled in the Land oi 
Fudea, in order to conform to the ceremonial Parts of the 
Law, and pay Obedience to thoſe Precepts that were 
local. And of ſuch I ſuppoſe were many of the Perſons 
whom St. Luke in the ſecond Chapter of the As, ver. 5 
calls devout JEws dwelling at Jeruſalem. 

[4d] *Tis poſſible that among the Multitude which came 
together upon this occaſion there might be Perſons from 
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formed as well of the Marks and Characters 


of the Meffiab that was to come, and of the 
Completion of the Prophetical Scriptures con- 
cerning Him, as of the Nature of the Doc- 


trines which the Apoſtles taught, of the Man- 


ner in which they had been appointed to the 
Miniſtry, and upon what Foundation their 
Pretenſions to a divine Authority were built. 
One may preſume to conjecture, that it was 
upon ſome ſuch Views as theſe, then hid in the 
Abyſs of Providence, that the Spirit of God. 
directed ſome of the Prophets to determine, 
the Place from whence the Goſpel ſhould be 
firſt promulged; as likewiſe that the Ful- 
filling of their Prophecies, together with the 
ſingular Advantage which Chriſtianity was 


likely to receive from theſe Circumſtances, 


might be the Reaſons why the Diſciples were 
commanded to [e] farry at Jeruſalem, the 
Place where this mixed Multitude was aſ- 


ſeveral or every other diſtin&t Nation, beſides thoſe par- 
ticularly mentioned under the Denomination of their re- 
ſpective Countries. But admitting that there were no 0- 
ther Mitneſſes of theſe things than Parthians, Medes, and 
Elamites, &c. as particularly named in the 9, 10, 11 Verſes 
of the Second Chapter of the As, yet this Opinion will 
not interfere with the Suppoſition grounded upon St. Luke's 


Narration, becauſe there were dwelling at Jeruſalem devout - 


Jews, i. e. Proſelytes, ont of every [other] Nation under 
Heaven, who might come to the Knowledge and have 
a well-grounded Aſſurance of the Facts here related 


from the hands of thoſe who were a Part of the Af. 


ſembly. | 
| le] Lule xxiv. 49. | 
B 2 ſembled, 
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| (12) 
ſembled, ill they ſhould be endued with Power 


from on high. For upon Reflection it will 


appear, that this Command is by no means 
to be conſidered as a merely arbitrary Ap- 
pointment, but that, on the contrary, there is 
ſearce a ſingle Precept in the whole New 
Teſtament by which more important Pur. 
poſes were intended to be ſecured ; inaſmuch 
as upon the Obſervance of this Injunction 
the Reception and Progreſs of their Doctrine, 
not only in the Gentile World, but the Evi- 
dence and Credit of it with the Tews allo did 
very much depend. For the Continuance 
of the Diſciples in this City among Perſons 
of every different Nation until Chr: ſhould 
fend the Promiſe of bis Father upon them, as it 


was manifeſtly a means of extending the good 


Tidings of the Goſpel to the remoteſt Parts 


of the Earth, ſo was it likewiſe neceſſary in 
order to the Confirmation and Accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe [/] Prophecies under the Old 
Teſtament, which declare that The Word of the 
Lord in the laſt Days, that is, in the Time 
of the Metab, ſhould go forth from Jeruſalem, 
and that many People and all Nations fou 
flow unto the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, 
For as the Prophets had given This. as one 
Mark of tbe Evangelical Diſpenſation in the 


| laſt Days, That out of Sion ſhowld go forth the 
IJ] {ſaiah ii. 2, 3. Micah iv. 1 2. Zechariah viii. 


20, 21, 223 23+ 
Law, 


E 

Lau, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, 
the Jews could not, conſiſtently with theſe 
Predictions, have received the Chriſtian Faith, 
unleſs it were firſt promulged and iſſued forth 
from this very Place; a Circumſtance which, 
though by learned Defenders. of Chriſtianity 
from the Prophecies it has been paſſed over 
as of no moment, (not being obſerved to be 
contained in the Words of TJatah, Micah and 
Zechariah) was doubtleſs regarded by the 
devout Jews of that Age as a Criterion of con- 
ſiderable Weight in determining their Aſſent 
to the Religion which the Apoſtles preached. 
The ſpecial and folemn Accompliſhment of 
this Prediction, among others, our Saviour 
points out to his Diſciples, when, after telling: 
them, immediately before his Aſcenſion, that: 
[g] all things muſt be fulfilled which were write. 
ten in the Law of Moles, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Pſalms, concerning Him, He opened 
their Underſtanding that they might underſtand 
the Scriptures, and particularly mentions this 
Circumſtance as one part of thoſe Scriptures, 
That Repentance and Remiſſiun of Sins ſhould: 
be preached in his Name among all Nations, 
BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM. Theſe Reafons 
then may be aſſigned of our Saviour's com- 

manding the Diſciples to tarry in this City - 

| That the moſt authentick and undoubted 
Teſtimonies of their Divine Commiſſion might- 


[2] Luke xxiv. 44 — 47 8 
be 


(14) 
be exhibited in the Preſence of a mixed Mul- 
titude of all Nations and Languages ; — That 
by theſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt now ſhed 
forth on them according to Chriſt's my; 
true Promiſe while on Earth, the World 
might know and. be convinced that the 
Father had exalted and glorified Him, and 
had [] given him all Power in Heaven and 
Earth, for the Benefit of his Church ; — That 
the Prophecies might be fulfilled by which 
the Jews had been taught to expect that 7he 
Word of the Lord in the laſt Days ſhould go 
forth, or be firſt promulged, from Jeruſa- 
lem; — That by a Faculty then publickly 
to be imparted to the Apoſtles, of ſpeaking the 
ſeveral Languages of the World, they might 


be duly qualified conſtantly to preach the Goſ- 


pel to all Nations; and — That the Chriſtian 
Religion might be the more ſucceſsfully in- 
troduced and ſpread in all Parts of the World 
by the Aſſiſtance of the great Number of 


Converts to it at the Day of Pentecoſt, the | 


devout Jews out of every Nation under Heaven 

that were aſſembled at this Place, ſome of 

whom might poſſibly have ſettled at Jeruſalem 

for the ſake of profiting the more in the Jets 

Religion [i], or they might have been in- 
[Þ] Matt. xxviii. 18. John vii. 29. As ii. 33. 


[i] As for Inſtance the Proſelytes before mentioned who 


were incorporated into the Jewiſh Church and Polity by 
Circumciſion, 


vited | 


of > | * BY 

vited thither by the Fame of his Appearance 
who was the Defire of all Nations; or, if we 
ſuppoſe ſome Part of them to have reſorted thi- 
ther at this particular Seaſon, in Conformity 
to the Law, which required a general Aſſem- 
bling of the Jews at the Temple to worſhip 
the Lord at the three ſolemn Feaſts in the 
Year, then it may with great Probability be 
imagined that the Enlargement of the Me/jiab's 
Kingdom and the diffuſing throughout the 
World the Bleſſings of the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
was, among other excellent Purpoſes, one of 
the greateſt Ends for which his Precept was 
calculated by Him, whoſe Counſel and mani- 
fold Wiſdom reacheth from one Lud of the 
World zo the other mi ghtuly, and ſweetly order- 
th all things for the carrying on and diſplay- 
ing by degrees the Myſtery of his Diſpenſa- 
tions. It is perhaps with a particular Refer- 
ence to theſe Events on the Day of Pentecaſt, 
and to that ſummary View of the Grounds of 
the Chriſtian Faith which is contained in St. 
Peter's Speech to the Multitude, that St. Paul 
in his Epiſtle to the Colofrans [4] declares 
(with the very ſame Redundancy of Ex- 
preſſion that is remarkable in the Words 
of St. Luke, in the ſecond Chapter of the 
Aets [I],) that the Goſpel was Preac hed, or 
5 publiſhed, to every Creature which is under 
Heaven, or, as the Words e 'Ta7y ty xe 
- [+] Chap. i. 23. [II ver. 5. 

might 
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might perhaps have been rendered, in every 
* part of the Creation. And it is ſuppoſea- 
ble, and indeed is intimated in Scripture [], 


[an] 1b. ver. It. 


of the Diſciples in thoſe . 


that the Lord Jeſus went in and out among them. 


that the reſt of the Apoſtles [a], (being all 
endued with the Gift of Tongues) did, as 
well as St. Peter, manifeſt this Gift by teach. 
ing and inſtructing Perſons of every Nation 
then dwelling at Jeruſalem, in the Religion 
which they were to ſpread and eſtabliſh in the 
World, ſpeaking to them in their own Tongues 
the awonderful Works of God. Thus the Apo- 
ſtles ſeverally became lively Stones for building 
up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſthood to offer 
up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable to God by Jeſus 
Chriſt. And at this Time was the Foundation 
laid of the Church Univerſal : And it may ſeem 
no improbable Suppoſition that it was with a 
particular view to this Period that our Lord, 
upon Simon Peter's affectionate confeſſing Him 
to be Cbriſt the Son of the living God, was 
pleaſed in an eminent Manner to diſtinguiſh 
and point Him out as the Rock on which He 

would build his Church. The Evangeliſt's Re- 


In] It ſeems to be not clear and certain that the twelve 
Apoſtles were the only Perſons who at the Day of Pentecoſt 
were filled with the Holy Ghoſt and began ta ſpeak with other 
Tongues.” The Context confidered from Verſe 15 of the 
_ firſt Chapter may be — 0 to include the whole Number 

ays, being about an hundred and 
#wenty, -who had companied with the Apoſtles all the time 
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1 
lation of the Zeal and Activity of St. Peler, 
which proved a Circumſtance of the moſt 
W Extenſive and Beneficial Influence of any 


that is recorded in the Hiſtory of the Acts of 


the Apoſtles, the Account, I ſay, of St. Pe- 


ter's Conduct on this Occaſion, and the Con- 
ſderation of the great and happy Effects of 
t, may be thought to juſtify the preſuming 
that He was the Perſon intended by the Rock 
m which the Church ſhould be built, and may 
ncline one to believe that the Part which the 
Providence of God deſigned for this fir/# 
choſen Diſciple to execute at this Juncture 
might be the true Ground of this Declara-' 
ton of our Saviour concerning Him. And 


Diſciple's Surname, I take leave to ſuppoſe, 
(for I think it will appear to be far from an 
unwarrantable Suppoſition) that the Word 
ET POE, if it be not a Primitive, may yet, 
8 a derivative Subſtantive, by a Conſtruction 
founded in its Etymology, very properly 
import a Rock, and have a prophetick Refer- 
ence to ſomething that was to be fulfilled 
in the Perſon ſo denominated. That this 


Addition of this Name to That of 1 we 
haye ſufficient. Grounds from the Scripture 
to believe. For in another Place, I mean 

C E in 


here, without entring into a Detail of the 
Diſputes of Learned Men concerning this 


was the Scope and Intention of Chriſt by the 
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(18) 
in the ficſt Chapter [o] of St. Yobr's Golpel, 


where we are told that when 8 
held this Diſciple, He ſaid, 1 3 
the. Sen of Jona, Thou ſhall be called Tag 105 
it is in the next Words added, (whether by ow 
Chriſt himſelf or by the Evangeliſt is a —_ 
material) which is by Interpretation a Stine gifs 
or Rock, for ſo the Deſign of the Context ae 
requires that the Word IIET PO in this Place 3 i 
ſhould be rendered, fince if we take the 1 
Marginal Reading, it is only ſubſtituting one el 
Surname for another, and, ſuggeſting preciſely . : 
the ſame E and no clearer Idea can ſcarce] wi 
be called an Interpretation. Till this ri e 
when He firſt came to Jeſus, He had no _ 
other Name than Simon, and what Reaſon th 
could there be for ſuperadding this Surname - | 
and for thus particularly ſubjoining the In = 
terpretation of it, or how was it material that - 
Mankind ſhould know the Import of it, un- — 
leſs it was given him with reſpect to ſome _ 
Circumſtances and Aclions of bis Life in Wl - [2] 
which they were to be concerned? And in- mediat 
deed nothing is more uſual in the Holy Scrip- 8 . 
tures than for the Names of certain Perſons Wil * the 
to ſtand as Signs of ſome future Events ot * 
Tranſactions, or of a Character which the) gp 
are appointed to ſuſtain, Inſtances of which . fande 
occur ſo frequently that it is as needleſs as i V6 
would be tedious to enumerate them. And Wl = V 
i Le] ver. 42. baut 


not 


(19) 
not only ſo; but ſuch Modes of Speech are 
natural, and agreeable to the Genius of all 


| People and Languages. Thus then as Simon, 


when He firſt came to Jeſus, was named 


| CxpHAs, (which is by Interpretation a Stone 


or Rock) with regard to his future Impor- 
tance in the Meſiab's Kingdom, ſo is there 
equal reaſon for receiving the fame Interpre- 


| tation of the Paſſage in the ſixteenth Chapter 


of St. Matthew's Goſpel, and to believe that 
the Ground of this ſignificant Denomination 
was then pointed out and elucidated, when 
upon his making that explicit comprehenſive 
Confeſſion ' there mentioned, He obtained 
the Appellation or Title of PETER. And 
that he and the reſt of the Diſciples did not 
long continue ighorant of the true Ground and 
Reaſon of it may be conjectured -from the 
Hint which this Evangeliſt gives next imme- 
dately after relating this Particular pl, for he 


[ö] This is alfo further evident from our Saviour's im- 
mediately charging them, ver. 20. that they ſhould fell no Man 
that he was Feſus the Chriſt, a Charge which would have 
been unneceſſary had they themſelves been ſtill ignorant 
of the Purpoſes of his coming into the World, and of the 
Nature of the Services they were to perform to him. The 
Reaſon of this Command probably might be that it was 
molt proper that the People ſhould by degrees learn what 
manner of Perſon he was from his mighty Works, and 
from his anſwering the Marks and Characters of the 
Heſſiaß in the Prophecies, as may de collected from the 
21" Verſe. So in St. Luke's Goſpel (Chap. ix. ver. 20.) 


| Where this Particular is related, we read in the next 


Verſe that Jeſus fraightly charged his Diſciples and com- 
buy” tells 


(20) 
tells us that from That time forth Jeſus began 
ro inſtruct his Diſciples in the End and Deſigu 
of his Miſſion and the Nature of his King. 
dom, ver. 21. And now as Simon, by con- 
feſſing his Maſter to be Chriff, or THE 
CHRIST, the Son of the living God, had ex- 
plained his Apprehenfions of the meaning 
of the Name or Title CyrisT, and declared 


his Belief that Jeſus was zar Zou, and 


in an higher Senſe than any King, Prieſt, or | 


Prophet had been, THE LoR PD's axoinTey, 


for that he was /e Son of God, very God of | 


very God, ſo in like manner does our 
Lord by way of Anſwer take occafion to 


declare. that the Name PETER, which he 


had given him, implies. that he ſhould be a 
Rock; And I jay alſo unto thee that thou art 
PETER, that is, as the Word ſignifies, a Rock, 
and upon this Rock T will build my Church, 


and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt | 


manded them to tell no Man that thing, fayizg, i. e. aſſign- 
ing as the Reaſons of this Command, that the Son of Man 
: muſt ſuffer many things and be rejected of the Elders and 
Cbief Priefts and Scribes, and be ſlain, and be raiſed the 
third Day, and that theſe were the proper. Evidences that 
ne. whom as yet they regarded as the Son of Man was allo 
the Chrift of God, Inlike manner inſtead of giving a direct 
' Anſwer to the Diſciples whom John Bapti/t ſent to en- 
quire whether he was that great Perſon that ſhould come, 
or whether they were to look for another, he ordered them 
to go and ſhewFohn thoſe things which they did ſee and hear, 
That the Blind received their fight, and the Lame walked, 
he Lepers were cleanſed, &c. | 
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it ; which laſt Words, together with thoſe Wy | 
that next follow, And I will give unto thee 4 
TT 
ly imply ing divine Majeſty and Power, ſeem 1 


to have been intended by Chriſt as a Confir- 
mation of that divine Eſſence which St. 
Peter had aſcribed to him. Thus does the 
Form and Tenor of the Anſwer fitly corre- 
ſpond to the Subſtance of the Confeſſion 
preceding, and in an eaſy and natural way 
ariſe from it, and thus underſtood is diveſted 
of that abrupt and precipitate Enallage or ; at 
Variation of the Perſon, which ſeems to be 7 
quite unnatural in the Words if the Rock is 
interpreted of Chri/?. Admitting then that this 
firſt choſen Diſciple is the Perſon to whom 
theſe Words are to be applied, we need not 4 
fear to acknowledge St. Peter to have been 4 
Biſhop of Rome, but may leave it to our ' 
Adverſaries of that Church to make the moſt | 
of the Conceſſion. For this Text affords 
not the leaſt Shadow of an Argument for the 
Supremacy or Preeminence of the Romiſb or 
of any particular Church, but is relative 
folely to the laying the Foundation of 
the CHURCH UNIVERSAL at the Day of Pen- 
tec t. And that this is the juſt Application 
of theſe Words ſeems to be as clear and as cer- 
tain as it is undeniable that St. Peter's Speech, 
together with thoſe ſignal Events and Miracles 
which were then exhibited' in Atteſtation of 
the 


(22) 


the Doctrines delivered by him to that great 


Aſſembly, were the firſt and moſt remarka- 
ble Means that were made uſe of in order 
to raiſe the Edifice of the Holy Catholich 
Church : 1 ſay they were the firſt and chief 
Means of eſtabliſhing a Catholick Church, 
for until this Time the Miniſtry of the Apot- 
tles as well as of Chr:f himſelf had been 
wholly confined to the Land of Judea and 
the Houſe of Jrae/. But now the Opportu- 
nities afforded unto all Mankind of inquiring 
into the Grounds of the Goſpel prepared them 
for the Reception of it. The great number 


of Perſons converted were likewiſe each of 


them engaged to ſpread the [2] good Tidings 
of Joy to all People which themſelves had 
accepted. They each of them, to the num- 
ber of about [r] three thouſand, (beſides thoſe 
who from this time were [s] daily added to 
the Church) became Evangeliſts and Preach- 
ers of the Faith, ſo far as their Influence 
could extend, that [z] all Fleſh might ſee the 
Salvation of God, And thus the Royal Pro- 


_u had declared that when the Meſſiah 


ould [u] aſcend up on high and lead Captivity 
captive, and receive Gifts for Men, great 
would be the Company of thoſe that ſhould pub- 
 hiſh the Word of the Lord in conſequence of 
the plentiful Rain which he would ſend upon bis 

[4] Luke ii. 10. [ſr] Acts ii. 41. [LI] 1b. 47. 

L. Tate iti. 6. [4] Pſalm laviii. 
prays Inheritance, 


(23) 
Inheritance, that is, in conſequence of God's 
ſhedding forth abundantly the Gifts and Influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit by which ſo great num- 
bers were qualified to ſerve to the Glory of God 
and the Benefit of his Church, in the ſeveral Ca- 
pacities of Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſis, and 
Paſtors or Teachers, as his Wiſdom ſaw to be 
moſt fit and expedient. And by this Event, 
conſidered in all its Circumſtances and Conſe- 
quences, was accompliſhed that which was ſpo- 
ken by the Prophet Joel, and which is repeated by 7 
St, Peter on this occaſion, [w] And it ſhall come 0 
to paſs in the laſt days, ſaith God, J will pour. oo | 
out of my Spirit upon ail Fleſh, and your Sons 
and your Daughters ſhall Propheſie, and your 
young Men ſhall. fee Viſions, and your old Men 
ſhall dream Dreams, and on my Servants and 
on my Hand-maidens will J pour out in thoſe i 
days of my Spirit, and they ſhall Propheſie, a = 
Word which frequently ſignifies in Holy 9 
Scripture to become a Teacher of the Goſpel, & 
Accordingly we are informed in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, of Prophets and [x] Propheteſſes 
to whom God imparted his Holy Spirit, and 
indeed the Prediction has a permanent Ac- 
compliſhment in our Times, and will have 
unto the End of the World. For every one 
ſpeaking and teaching Evangelical DoFrines 
by the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, does in the 
ſcriptural Senſe propheſy. But with regard 
ſw] Ac ii. 17, 18, [x] As xviii. 26, xxi. 9. 
| | ES 


* 


(24) 5, 
to the Events of the Day of Penfccrf, 


they were not leſs momentous in their Nature 


and Circumſtances than they were aſtoniſhing | they 
and ſtriking to the Aſſembly, and as the neſe 
Zeal and Piety with which as well the firſt dea, 
Converts of every Nation as the Apoſtles | Par 
themſelves were inſpired to propagate the Free 
Chriſtian Faith, was greater and more indc- Cha 
fatigable than the Examples of our own be { 
Times can enable us to conceive, fo it is rea- 1 he 
ſonable to believe that the Advantages hereby bili 
derived to Chriſtianity were ſufficient to war- Sint 
rant St. Paul's Declaration that the Goſpel ca. ” 


preached, . or publiſhed, | y] throughout the 
whole Creation, and his Afﬀertion to the 


ſame purpoſe in the Epiſtle to the Re- 


mans, That though all had not obeyed the 15 
Goſpel, yet verily they had heard of it. For their 122 
Sound, that is, the Sound of the Preachers, the 
went into all the Earth, and their WW, ords unto fil 
the Ends of the World. [x] | the 

The Confiderations which have been offer- of 
ed in ſupport of theſe Declarations of St. the 
Paul will alſo make out the Completion of 2 
two remarkable Predictions from the Mouth ; 
of Chriſt himſelf; one of which is recorded " 
by St. Luke, who acquaints us that our Lord, * 
juſt before He was taken up into Heaven, 
declared to the * that at this Time 1 


[5] Colaſſ i 23. [2] Rem. x. 16=18. N 
0 


FH. 

of Pentecaſt, or, in his Words, after that, 
or when, the Holy Ghoſt ſhould come upon them, 
they ſhould receive Power, and ſhould be Mit- 
neſſes to Him both in Jeruſalem, and in all Ju- 
dea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt 
Part of the Earth Ia]. The other of theſe 
Predictions I ſhall give from the thirteenth 
Chapter of St. Mark's Goſpel [5], and This will 
be ſufficient to aſſure the Reality of the Fact 
have undertaken to prove, beyond the Pofli- 
bility of Controverſy or Evaſion. In the Be- 
ginning of this Chapter we read, that, upon 
ſome of the Diſciples admiring the Buildings 
of the Temple, our Saviour told them there 
ſhould not be left one Stone upon another that 
ſhould not be thrown down. Upon this Decla- 
ration ſome of them making Inquiry when 
theſe Things ſhould be, and what ſhould be 
the Sign when all theſe Things ſbould be ful 
filled, (that is, all thoſe Things which 
they knew to be implied in the Deſtruction 
of the Temple, for this 1s the only Particular 
that had given Occaſion to the Inquiry) Jeſus 
_ anſwering began to teach them what kind of 
Events ſhould be the Prelude thereto, one of 
which He declares to be This, that 2% Goſpel 
muſt firſs be publiſhed among all Nations [c]. 

[a] AQs i. 8. Il. ] Ver. 1— 10. 

[c] I preſume jt may not be too minute an Obſervation 


that the Greek is x eig Tavrs Te eJvy du mewrov (not 
xy 0vart;3 ou but) KUPTSOHNAL To Ev@yſtawov, the 


D Which 


8 ( 26 ) 
Which Appointment I take to be not arbi- 
trary, but to be founded in a particular Rea- 
ſon and Neceſſity. For the moſt Important 
and eſſential religious Services under the Mo- 
faic Diſpenſation were local, and ſo appropri- 
ated to this Temple that in the Deſtruction 


moſt exact rendering of which would be, and the Goſpel 
- muſt firff HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED among, or 0 all 
Nations. 80 in Sp. ul's Epiſtle to the Romans (Chap, 
xvi. y -6.Ythe Wente deu ; $ANEPQAQENTOZ 
de vu, die T6 yeouDuy mroQylmer, xa] enilayyy Tx awyny 
Oer, eig Vrranony TiStws, eis r r To N FNAQPIE- 
OENTOE. | | | 
As it was my Endeavour to bring the Matter of this 
Diſcourſe into as little Compaſs as the Nature of the Subject 
and Deſign would admit, I introduced our Saviour's Pre- 
diction in the Words of St. Mark only, as needing no Com- 
ment or Explication, But the ſame, as related by St. Mct- 
thew (Chap. xxiv. ) is an Evidence no lefs clear and deciſive, 
and it may be proper to take Notice of the Harmony and 
Agreement between the two Evangeliſts in this Inſtance, 
In our Tranflation the Words are, when ſhall theſe Things 
be, (J have obſerved that the Deſtruction of the Temple 
and the Conſequences implied in that Deſtruction, are the 
only Things to which the Words can poſſibly relate, 2s 
every Reader may ſatisfy himfelf by having recourſe to the 
Paſſages) and what ſhall be the Sign of thy coming and «f 
the End of the WoRLD, which Verſion leads the Engliſh 


| Reader to underftand the Words in Verſe 14, and ben 


Hall the END come, of the End of the Wox ID. But 
this Tranſlation is by no means accurate, nor does it give 
the true Senſe of the Original. For the Greek of the 
third Verſe is ore rav £5 3 xa T TO TH ehov THS ONS, 
TRpETIAC u% Tre gie N, Ts ATNNOE, 7. e. the End 
of the [preient] AGE, the Age of the Aoſaic Diſpenſation, 
to which the Words xau Tore get ro Tex in Verſe 14. 
is the Anſwer. Then (which confirms this Acceptation 
of the Pailage) it follows in the next Verſe, Ii hen ye theres 


fore ſhail ſee the Abamination of Deſolation, ſpoken «of by 


Danicl the Prophet, fland in the holy Place, &c. | 
of 
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1 (ard 
of it, the Ruin 3 Diſſolution of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Polity was involved, and therefore it 
was requiſite that, previous to this Event, the 
Apoſtles ſhould be ſent forth to gather a 
Church out of the Gentiles, otherwiſe there 


bad been a Time when God would have had 


no viſible Church upon Earth. I need not 
mention how great Diſcredit ſuch a Cataſtro- 
phe would have brought upon the antient 
Faith in a Redeemer, nor what Degree of 
Deſpondency and Backſliding it might have oc- 
caſioned in ſome, if from the Diſcontinuance 
of the chief ſtanding Memorials of the Grand 


Sacrifice, whether at a Scaſon when they 


were prefigurative or commemorative, the 


Adverſaries of the Faith could have upbraided 


thoſe who had waited for the Manifeſtation of 
the Mefſah's Kingdom with the Fruſtration 
of their Deſires and Expectations. And, on 
the contrary, what more ſure Demonſtration 
could there be to the Faithful that their Re- 
ligion came down from Above, and that their 
Hope was founded on he Rock of Ages, than 
to reflect that the Church which had kept 
that original primeval Faith which was the 
Ground of the Patriarchal and Maſaic as well 
as of the Evangelical Diſpenſation, had ever, 
amidſt all the C. 1anges and Chances of this 
militant State, been upheld and preſerved by 


the Favour and Protection of Him who hi iteth 


in the Heavens and 14:{b over all from the Be- 


8 45 ginning? 


1 


(28) 
ginning ? And as theſe Conſiderations account 
for the Expediency of the Goſpel being pub- 
liſhed among all Nations before the Deſtruc- 


' tion of the Temple at Feruſalem, ſo the pre- 


ciſe Limitation of the Space of Time in which 
this great Work was to be accompliſhed, 
does alſo add Weight and Confirmation to the 
Streſs which has been laid upon the Events of 
the Day of Pentecoft, ſince it will be extreme- 
ly difficult to point out the Accompliſhment 
of this Prophecy, within this limited Period, 
by any other Facts, or in any other Way than 
by attending to the Importance of theſe In- 


| cidents, and to the Quality and Condition of 


the Multitude of every Nation that came toge- 
ther upon the Report of them, and by weigh- 
ing the undoubted Effects reſulting, not only 
from the Labours of the Apoſtles themſelves, 
but likewiſe from the Zeal and Aſſiduity of thoſe 
numerous Converts who, by continuing ſtedfaſt- 
ly for ſome time afterwards in the Apeſiles 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip, muſt be ſuppoled to 
have been more fully inſtructed in the Myſ- 
tery of their Redemption, and competentiy 
qualified, as well as by the charitable Princi- 
ples of their Religion excited and conſtrained, 


to open the Eyes of the reſt of Mankind, 
and to turn then from Darkneſs to Light, and 


from the Power of Satan unto God, that they 


might receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and In hberi- 


tance among them which were ſanfified by 
Faith that is in Chriſt: Thus 


(29) 

Thus I have conſidered the Importance 
of the notable Events and Circumſtances of 
the Day of Pentecoſt, and have pointed out 
ſeveral Paſſages which ſeem to be relative 
thereto and to be capable of receiving conſi- 
derable Explication from the Hiſtory of theſe 
wonderful Facts, which, together with the 
Reſurrection, are the Conſummation and the 
moſt illuſtrious Part of the Evidence by which 
our Lord Are Chriſt was declared to be the 
Son of God with Power according to the Spirit 
of Holineſs. And theſe Manifeſtations of the 
Divine Power, taking into the Account 
their ſeveral Circumſtances and Conſequences, 
will, I preſume, jaſtify the afferting (ſince. 
the ſame thing has been affirmed by St. Paul 
in ſeveral of his Epiſtles) Phe Univerſality of 
the Cbriſtian Revelation, and ſhew that we 
are able to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
ofketh a Reaſon of our Faith, when in the daily 
Service of the Church we profeſs that he 
Lord bath declared his Salvation, his Righte- 
ouſneſs bath he openly ſhewed in the fight of the 
Heathen ; That he hath remembered his Mercy 
and Truth toward the Houſe of Iſrael, and all 
the Ends. of the World have ſeen the Salvation 
of our God. For from the Nature and Oeco- 
nomy of theſe Vouchſafements it is apparent 
that they were deſigned to be a means of 
promoting the right Worſhip and Service of 
the true God among all People, Nations, and 

4 Languages, 
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Languages; that This was the proper Drift 
and Tendency of the Means here pointed out, 
to the Wiſdom and Sufficiency of which for 
attaining the End propoſed the Iſſue and 
Event can be no Diſparagement. For ſince 
the Purpoſes of God's Providence, and the 
Fitneſs of his Diſpenſations to promote and 
be ſubſervient to the Deſigns of his Wiſdom 
are to be judged of, not by their Perverſions, 
but by conſidering their genuine Tendencies, 
the Obſtruction of the proper Efficacy of 
any Means through the Supineneſs and De- 
pravity of Men, does not deſtroy the Credi- 
bility that they were properly circumſtanced 
and wiſely adapted to be productive of the 
moſt beneficial Effects in every part of the 
World, to operate on rational Beings in that 
powerful and extenſive Manner which might 
have made Chri/t:anity the Univerſal Religion. 
'Thus then with Regard to the Gift of Lan- 
guages that was imparted to the Apoſtles be- 
fore ſuch a promiſcuous Multitude [e] by Di- 
vine Providence gathered together out of every 
Nation under Heaven, or as St. Luke's Words 
ro Ta» g Us [ +] TQN vx To 8890), 


[2] See the Note in page 11. 5 

/] Some of the Latin Tranſktors have taken care to 

. expreſs the Import of the Article TN. Caſtalio renders the 
Words thus; «x omnibus quæ USQUAM ſub calo ſunt 

Gentibus, The Old Tranflation publiſhed with Beza's 

Greek Teftament is in theſe Words; ex omni natione 


EORUM (i. populorum) gui ſub cælo ſunt, 
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might more literally be rendered, out of every * 
me of the ſeveral Nations under Heaven, for 
the Article TN in this place, though not 
exprefled in our Tranſlation, is very empha- 
tical and fignificant ; if the Deſign of this 
Gift, and the Fitneſs and Utility of it for the 
Furtherance of the Goſpel approves itſelf di- 
rely to our Reaſon and Diſcretion, and if 
we have ſufficient Inducements to believe that 
it was not a mere tranſient Impulſe, but a 
permanent Power and Faculty of ſpeaking the 
ſeveral Languages of the World, then we 
e under a Neceſſity of acknowledging the 
Wight and Importance of ſuch a Miraculous 
Power, by what Means ſoever the proper Ope- 
ration and Effects of it were ſometimes defeat- 
ed, Now that this Gift was commenſurate to 
the whole Duration of the Apoſtles Miniftry 
b both ſelf-evident from the Expediency of 
ach a Power to the firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel, and is alſo plainly deducible from 
Holy Scripture. For ſince the Apoſtles could 
not be competently qualified to preach the 
Goſpel to the ſeveral Nations through which 
ey travelled by any imperfect Knowledge 
of the reſpective Languages which might be 
quired by natural Means, and fince we 
know that they were forbidden g] to ſet forth 
on their Miniſtry to the Gentiles till the Time 
hen this Gift was actually conferred, and 


ſg] Luke xxiv. 49. As ii. 4. 
further, 


T3) 


further, ſince the Speaking with new Tongue; void 
is mentioned by St. Mark [] as one of thoſe Ml from 
Signs which Chriſt had promiſed ſhould c/!l;w WM To ac 
or attend upon thoſe that ſhould believe, and Ml of thi 
| accordingly we learn from St. Luke [i] that natur, 
the believing Gentiles did ſpeak with Tongues, ¶ be lot 
and cannot but remember that St. Paul ſpeak; tinCt 
of this Gift as uſual and ordinary in the Corin- Wl to cot 
thian Church [E], upon all theſe Accounts it ¶ Diſco 
is even prepoſterous to ſuppoſe that the Ill there 
Maſter- Builders of the Faith came behind in N cuſe t 
a Gift which as it was at that Time not un- beſſne 
common among Believers, ſo was it more Wi tereſti 
particularly requiſite and abſolutely neceſſaty Wl Hum: 
to enable them to fulfil the Service to which Golpe 
they were appointed. Thus both Reaſon I fiſt, 
and Scripture combine to retort upon a late Wl C 
Author the Charge of Prejudices too much the tend 
reverſe of | thoſe he imputes to the Prous, % G 
and to inforce the Suppoſition that this Gift, WE neral 
from the firſt Communication of it to the Wl ned 
Apoſtles at the Day of Penteco/t, was a per- '*ndex 
manent Faculty; in Contradiction to the raſh Wh fd, 
Cenſure which he has paſſed upon this Opi- Men / 
nion as an improbable and vain Notion [!], Heir 
3 b 1 

[I Chap. xvi. 17. [i] 44s x. 45, 46. the Li 
3 Corinth. xii. 114. : . W Thes 
I!. A Notion, ſays Dr. Middleton, in the third of Þ C 
_ Miſcellaneous Tracts, for which I cannot find the leaſt WM of the 
ground in any Part of ſacred Writ, but many ſolid Rea. neſs à 

ſons to evince the contrary, 1 
| YO! 


of the 
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void of the leaſt Ground or Support either 


from Reaſon or any Part of ſacred Writ. 
To account at large for the Unſucceſsfulneſs 
of the Revelation notwithſlandin g theſe ſuper- 
natural Aſſiſtances, or ſhew how it came to 
be loſt to many Parts of the World, is a diſ- 
tint Subject of too great Intricacy and Extent 
do come within the Scope and Limits of this 
Diſcourſe. It may ſuffice to obſerve, that 
there has ever been but too juſt Reaſon to ac- 
cuſe the Corruption of Mankind, their Heed- 
eflneſs and Inattention even to their moſt in- 
tereſting Concerns, This Diſtemperature of 
Human Nature, as it was the Cauſe that the 
Goſpel was rejected and calumniated at the 
firſt, ſo is it the Occaſion that the Church of 
Chriſt has continued for many Ages to be as 
a tender Plant and as a Root growing out of a 


us, % Ground. So St. John has given this ge- 
ift, veral Account of the Matter; That the Light 
the (ned in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs compre- 
er- ended it not; and a Greater than He hath 
aſh Wi fad, that Light was come into the World, and 


Men loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becaufe 
their Deeds were Evil: For every one that 
b Evil hateth the Light, neither cometh to 
the Light, left bis Deeds ſhould be reproved. 
Theſe Paſſages, and indeed the whole Tenor 
leak: Hof the Scriptures does point out the Wicked- 
"Wcfs and Depravity of Men as the true Source 


void Net * Infidelity, and ſuppoſes the Profeſſion 
E 


and 


„1 
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and Influence of the Chriſtian Faith to have 
been obſtructed by the Spirit that worketh 
in the Children of Di ſobedience, and blindeth 
their Minds, left the Light of the glorious G. 
pel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould 
ſhine unto them. On which Occaſion St. 
Paul's Expoſtulations with the Jews are ap- 
plicable to the unbelieving Part of the Gentile 
World. For what if ſome did not believe? 
What if they did not make a right uſe of the 
Means that were employed to bring them to 
Chriſtianity? Shall their Unbelief make the 
Faith of God without Effect? Shall their Un- 
belief be thought to leſſen the Advantages 
they enjoyed ? or muſt We therefore deny that 
"the Grace of God hich bringeth Salvation 
hath appeared to all Men ? Becauſe many have 
put the Word of God from them, and judged, 
or convicted themſelves to be unworthy of ever- 
laſting Life, ſhall we therefore deny the Faith- 
fulneſs of God's Promiſes in ſending bis Son in 
the Fulneſs of Time to be the Saviour of all 
Men, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, as well 
Th as the Glory of his People Iſrael ? God forbid. 
1 Rather let every Mouth be ſtopped and all the} 
3 Warld become guilty before God. Let God be 
true, but every Man a Liar. Let us, who 
are liable to Miſtakes, caſt down our own 1. 
maginations rather than impeach the Veracity 
of the Oracles of God, Yea let God be juli. 
. in bis Saying and clear when He is che 
Thus 


(33) 


Thus the grand Objection againſt Chriſtianity 


from the ſuppoſed Defect of Univerſality in 
the original Publication of it, (an Objection 
on the Score of which it is to be apprehended 
that even the external Evidences of our Re- 


ligion have ſometimes loſt their due Weight 


and Force,) This Objection, I ſay, appears 
to have no Foundation but in a Miſtake of 
the real Caſe; ſince from clear and poſitive 
Declarations of the Scripture we are warranted 
to maintain that the Goſpel is not a partial 
Diſpenſation, but a Diſpenſation which at 
the firſt Introduction of it was deſigned for 


| all Mankind, though the Bulk of them have 
oppoſed and withſtood the Efforts and Pur- 


poles of divine Philanthropy, and, by hating 
Hiſtruction, by a wilful, and perhaps in ſome 
Places a general Inattention and Diſobedience 
to the Words of Faith and good Doctrine, Men 


have provoked God to ſhut up his loving Kind- 


neſs in Diſpleaſure, and, according to the de- 
cared Rule of his Judgments in the Caſe 
of Idolatry, to viſit the Contempt of his ſav- 
ing Health upon themſelves and the ſucceed- 
ing Generations. Nor is this Accuſation to 
be confined to the Behaviour of Mankind in 


theſe laſt Days only, ſince, (not to enlarge 


upon the Character of the Je People, that 


they were /tiff-neched and uncircumciſed in 


Heart and Ears, always reſiſting the Holy 
Gb) in every preceding Period the fame Un- 
E 2 profitable- 


(36) 

profitablerieſs under the gracious Methods of 

God's Providence is but too apparent. For 
thus with Regard to the primeval Revelations 

_ Ityparted to the Patriarchs, and for ſome time 

handed down in their Families, Theſe were 


doubtleſs intended for the general Benefit of 
Mankind in thoſe and the ſucceeding Ages. 
And they might at that Time very well be 
preſerved intire and in their Purity in a tradi- 
tionary way, and be alſo univerſally commu- 
nicated, by reaſon of the Longevity of the 
Patriarchs; for, as Momſieur Paſcal juſtly ob- 
ſerves, © Truth is not decayed or impaired 
* by the Number of Years, but of Genera- 
tions, and by the Succeſſion and Change 
of Men.“ Yet the Deluge affords too ſure 

a Proof how little the Divine Revelations 
were tlien attended to by the Bulk of Mankind, 

ſince it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed that .all Fle/b 
could have corrupted their Way to a degree 
which provoked God to repent that He had 
made Man, and conſtrained him in Mercy to 
future Ages to bring an almoſt total Deſtruc- 
tion upon this degenerate Race, 
Notices which He had given of Himſelf 

been faithfully preſerved, had not the very No- 

tion of true Religion and of the right Wor- 
ſhip of the Deity. been in a manner loſt out 

of the World. And again after this Period, 
what beſides the Backſlidings and Wickedneſs 
of the ſucceeding Generations can be imagined 
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„ 
to have been the Occaſion of God's calling 
Abraham out of his own Country, and from 
lis Kindred, and from his Father's Houſe, 
and then of ſeparating his Poſterity by a pe- 
culiar Covenant from all the Families of the 
Earth? This Conduct ſuppoſes the Apoſtacy 
of much the greater Part of Mankind, upon 
account of which ſome merciful Interpoſition 
was expedient, in order to preſerve a Remnant 
according to the Election of Grace, And there- 


fore was this People ſeparated and interdicted Cf 
having any Commerce with the Nations of the 1 
World, and the Vineyard of the Lord fenced in 7 
by a Body of ceremonial Laws, that ſo, inſtead of- F 


falling into the general Idolatry and being 1 
themſelves totally corrupted, they might be 
inſtrumental in preſerving a Syſtem of true 
Religion, the Benefits of which were alſo de- 
ſigned, as is evident from the Precepts relat- 
ing to Proſelytes, to be extended to Perſons 
of all other Nations who would embrace the 
Faith, and ſubmit to the Ordinances of that 
Diſpenſation. And as from the Notices we 
have of devout Perſons of every Nation joining 
themſelves to the People of the God of Abraham, 
(devout Perſons, T ſay, as in Scripture they are 
characterized, by way of Diſtinction from the 


reſt of the World) as from hence it is evident ü 

| that this Diſpenſation was a proper and effe ual nM 
IS . : "7, 08 

Means of notifying to all the Earth the Salva- [ho 


ion of the Lord, of declaring his Glory among 5 | 
| . 4 
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tie Heathen, and his marvellous Work; ameng 
al{ Nations, ſo why may not the Perpetuity 
of a Catholick Church, in which are held 
forth the moſt illuſtrious Evidences of Divine 
Revelation, and the whole Series of the Ora- 


cles and Laws that have been delivered from 


Heaven ſince the Day that God made Man, 
why may. not this Church in like manner be 
confidered as a Witneſs of Chriſtianity to all 
Nations, as a general Publication of it, and 


a continued Call upon Mankind to examine 


the Grounds of ſuch a Religious Eſtabliſhment, 
and in Conſequence thereof to become Felly 
Citizens with the Saints and of the Houſhold of 
God? And then from this Conſideration we 
have a ſufficient Reaſon why Chr:/#:anity has 
not been republiſhed in a ſupernatural Way, 
with the like conſpicuous and ſenſible Mani- 
feſtation of the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from 
Heaven whereby it was firſt introduced to the 
World ; namely, becauſe by the Eſtabliſhment 
of a viſible Catholick Church Chr:i/# has, as 
the Evangelical Prophet ſpeaks, ſet up bis 


Standard, and the ordinary ſtanding Evidences 


of the Authority of the Original Revelation 
which was given to be the Touch-ſtone and 
Rule of true Religion, are open to all Man- 


kind, and duly weighed and attended to, are 


of ſufficient Force throughout all Generations 
to challenge an univerſal Aſſent, the moral Na- 


ture of Mankind laying the whole Race un- 
der 


are 
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der Obligations, and a juſt Concern about their 
eternal State exciting Individuals, after the 
Example of thoſe devout Aliens who became 
Proſelytes to the Jewiſh Religion, to ſeek the 
Lord, if, as St. Paul ſpeaks, they might haply 
feel after Him and find Him in ſuch Diſpen- 
ſations as claim a divine Extraction, and are 
not unworthy of the Majeſty and Purity of the 
ſupreme Being. And thus as Eccleſiaſtical 
Communities appear to be adapted as well to 
communicate as to preſerve and continue a Syſ- 
tem of Religious Truths, fo they have alſo 
been found at all times in ſome Degree efec- 
tually ſubſervient to this Purpoſe, and indeed 
cannot fail, ſo long as the human Race ſhall 
ſubliſt, to have the ſame Tendency until this 
great End hall. be finally accompliſhed, and 
the Earth be filled with the Knowledge of the 
Glory of the Lord as the Waters cover the Sea. 
In the mean while 1t 1s not for us to preſcribe 
the Times and the Seaſons which the Father hath 
put in his own Power. Theſe ſecret things, all 
the Reaſons for not haſtening this Work by 
extraordinary Interpoſitions, belong unto the 
Lord our God, and, fince. we are ignorant of 
the myſterious Purpoſes of this Conduct, let 
us not be 4viſe in our own Conceits, but remem- 
ber that it is our Part to believe that all the 
Dealings of God with the Children of Men 
are good, and He will give every needful thing 
in due Seaſon, ſo that a Man cannot ſay This 
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is worſe than That, for in time they ſhall all ls 
weill approved. Nothing is more certain than 
that many things may be Inſtances of the 
moſt conſummate Wiſdom and Goodneſs, of 
which the Powers of human Reaſon can give 
no ſatisfactory Account, and that, all other 
Arguments ſet afide, the Conſideration of our 
Ignorance of the. whole Plan of Providence 
carries with it an unanſwerable Reply to every 
Objection againſt the Equity and Goodneſs of 
God, with reſpe& to the Circumſtances of his 
Creatures in any Period. But though this 
muſt be confeſſed, yet from the foregoing 
Reflections I preſume it is apparent, that all 
along from the Beginning the Providence of 
God ſo ordered all his Diſpenſations, as, under 
the ſeveral States and Conditions of the World, 
did beſt anſwer the Exigencies and promote 
the general Benefit and Happineſs of his Crea- 
tures. More eſpecially with regard to the | 
Diſpenſation of the Fulneſs of Time, I have 
endeavoured to ſhew that it is the moſt impar- 
tial and free Communication of the Riches of 
Divine Goodneſs, inaſmuch as the Univerſal 
Promulgation of it is a Fact eſtabliſhed by the 
Authority of the infallible Word of God, 
which frequently.declares, that the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel has been made known to all Nations, 
and That in a Variety of Expreflions which 
are all conſiſtent, and do well accord toge- 
ther,” and confirm the Senſe of each other in 

| the 
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the Latitude in which they have been under- 
ſtood. [m]. And though, for the ſake of re- 
conciling theſe Declarations with the ſubſe- 


= It may not be improper to fabjoin in one view the 
principal Texts here referred to. 

And as He went out of the Temple one of his Diſciples 
ſaith unto Him, Maſter, ſee what Manner of Stones and 
what Buildings are here. And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unta 
him, Seeft thou theſe great Buildings? there ſhall, not be left 
one Stone upon another that ſhall not be thrown down. And 
.as he ſat upon the Mount of Olives, over againſt the Temple, 
Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew aſked him pri- 
vately, Tell us when ſhall theſe things be, and what ſhall be 
the Sign. when all theſe things ſhall be fulfilled? And Jeſus 
anſwering them began to ſay, Take heed leſt any Man deceive 
you ; for many ſball come in my Name, ſaying 1 am Chriſt, 
and ſhall decerve many, And when ye ſhall hear of IWars 
and Tumults of Mars, be ye not troubled: for ſuch things 
muſt needs be, but the End ſhall not be yet, For Nation ſhall 
riſe againſt Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom, and 
there ſhall be Earthquakes in divers Places, and there fhall 
be Famine and Troubles: theſe are the Beginnings of Sor- 
rows. But take heed to yourſelves ; for they ſhall deliver 
you up to Councils, and in the Synagogues ye ſhall be beaten, 
and ye ſhall be brought before Rulers and Rings for my ſake, 
for a Teftimony againſt them. And the Croſpel muſt firft be 
publiſhed among all Nations. Mark xiii. I——10. See 
alſo the parallel Place in St. Matthew's Goſpel, as it is in 
the Greek, Chap. xxiv. 1, 2, 3.14. 

And H. ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature, or to the whole Crea- 
tion. And they went forth and preached every Where, 
Mark xvi. I5, 20. 

Le. ſhall receive Power after that the Holy Ghoſt is come 
upon you, and ye ſhall be Il. itneſſes unto Me both in Jeruſa- 
lem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
moſt part of the Harth. Acts i. 8. 

The Times of this Ignorance God winked at, but now com- 
mande:h all Hen every where to repent. Acts XVII, 30. as 


8 quent 
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quent State of the World, it has been ſuppoſed 
that the Texts which kw been here appealed 
to in order to evince ſuch an univerſal Pro- 


compared with y 26, And hath made of one Blood all Na - 
tions of Men, for to tel! on all the Face of the Earth, and 


| hath determined the Times before appointed, and the Bound; 


of their Habitation. 

But they have not all obeyed the Goſpel : for Efaias ſaith, 
Lord who hath believed our Report? So then Faith comeih 
by hearing, and hearing by the Mord of God, But I ſay, 
Have they not heard? Yes verily, their Sound went into all 
the Earth, and their Words unto the Ends of the Wirld, 
Rom. x. 16, 17, 18. 

According to the Revelation of the Myſtery which was 
kept ſecret ſince the World began, but now is made manife/t, 
and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, according to the Cam- 
mandment of the everlaſiing God, made known to all Nati- 
ons for the Obedience of Faith, Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 

Thanks be unto God which always cauſeth us to triumph 
in Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt the Savour of his Knowleage 
by us in every Place. 2 Corinth. ii. 14. 

The Hope which is laid up for you in Heaven, whererf 
ye heard before in the Word of the Truth of the Goſpel, 
which is come unto you as it is in all the T/orld, Coloſſ. i. 
5, 6. And be not moved away from the Hope of the Goſfe!, 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every 
Creature, or in every Part of the Cr lies, which is unden 
Heaven. Ib. y 2 

That by me the 8 might be fully known, and that 
all the Gentiles might hear. 2 Tim. iv. 17. 

The Grace of God which bringeth Salvation 1 e ed 


to all Men. Titus ii. 11. See alſo Luke ii. lit. 6. 
xxiv. 44— 47. Acts x. 34, 35. Xili. 46. 65 xiv. 
15, 16. 


The Remarks of a very able and judicious Author con- 


| cerning the Scripture Doctrine of the Eternity of future 


Puniſhments may be transferred to the Evidences of the 
Point here under Conſideration ; for the Aſſurances on 
this Head are ** fo clear and illuftricus, that one ſhould 


2 


mul gation 


as 


aleo of Chriſtianity, do denote no great- 
er Extent than That of the Roman Empire, 


yet this Acceptation of theſe Paſſages, as it 


k ; | 
ce have thought the only poſſible Queſtion muſt have 
« been concerning the Evidence of the Scripture itfelf, for 
« that it is the real Doctrine of the Bible might have been 
« efteemed plain beyond the Poflibility of Controverſy. 
« Were we to refer it to any impartial Heathen who be- 
« lieved neither the Article itſelf, nor the Scripture in 
« which it is revealed, yet he would make no ſcruple to 
determine that it was evidently taught and inculcated in 
« that pretended Revelation. It is not a thing gradually 
« deduced by Argument from intricate Paſſages or other 
“ DoCtrines, but taught in the plaineſt and moſt expreſs 
« Terms. It is not a ſingle Declaration, but frequently 
repeated and inculcated, It is not in one uniform and 
« confined Phraſe which might be liable to Evaſion, but 
* the Expreſſions are varied, and every Term of like Im- 
« port is uſed which may eftabliſh the Senſe of each o- 
ther. Had the Gracious Author of our Religion really 
« intended to eſtabliſh this Article, He could not have 
& done it in any fuller or ſtronger Manner, in Terms Jeſs 
& liable to Perverſion or Evaſion. No Words can expreſs 
« it more ſtrongly than the very Words of the ſacred 
« Writings, or exclude more effectually any evaſive Di- 
be ſtinctions which might weaken the Belief of this Arti- 
ele. 

Such are the ſcriptural Declarations upon the Subject of 
our Inquiry; and if they are not a proper and ſufficient 
Foundation for our Faith, then neither is there Reaſon 
why we ſhould believe, upon the Authority of the fame 
Scriptures, that all the Kingdoms of the World ſhall at 
length actually become the Kingdoms of Chriſt, and his Name 
be a Praiſe e in the Earth from the Riſing ub of the Sun unto 
the Going down of the ſame, I may further add, that if the 
Terms of the Paſſages here cited are not allowed to de- 
clare, in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt manner, the Univerſality 
of the Goſpel at its firſt Introduction, it will be difficult 


to produce any one Text of Scripture the Import and 
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falls ſhort of ſome other Accounts of a more 
extenſive Publication of the Goſpel, fo is it 
alſo inconſiſtent with the genuine Import of 
the Scriptural Language. The Words of 
our Lord in the two Prophecies that have 
been mentioned are eig wave Ta S and eng 
tc T15 vc and if theſe Words and the like 


Signification of which may be admitted to be ſufficiently 
clear and undoubted. For Inſtance, How ſhall we be 
certain that the firſt Words of Moſes declare the Creation 
of all Things by God? for the Words of Moſes concern- 
ing this grand Article are not more clear and determinate 
than are the Texts here alledged for the univerſal Publi- 
cation of the Goſpel; and for thoſe, whoſe Profeſſion 


| ſuppoſes an Acknowledgment that the Evangelical Scri- 


ptures are the Word of God, for ſuch Perſons to doubt 
whether the Sound of the Goſpel has gene out into all Lands, 
is juſt as abſurd, and as notorious an Example of the 
Power of Prejudice, as it would be for a Materialiſt to 
admit the Divine Authority of the Books of Moſes, and 
yet retain a Perſuaſion of the Exiſtence of the World 40 
etern, In ſhoxt, whoever i is diſpoſed to think and ſpeak 
according, to the Language of Scripture, and willing to 
bring his Prejudices to be examined and over- ruled by 
this Teſt, will find himſelf under a Neceſſity of inclining 
to that ſide of the Queſtion which I have endeavoured to 
maintain, whatever Difficulties, whatever curious 1 7 


ſtions or plauſible Objections he may ſuppoſe to be ſtill 


unravelled. in ſupport of this Aﬀertion almoſt number- 


leſs Paſſages might be produced from the moſt confidera- 
ble Writers who have either undertaken to diſcuſs or have 
occaſionaily mentioned this Point. But one may ſuffice 
from Archb:iſpop Tillatſon's ſecond Diſcourſe on John iii. 19. 
intitled, The Excellency and Univerſality of the Chriſtian 
Revelation; from which Paſſage it will appear, that tho' 

the Conſideration of the State of the World in after times 
bad ſomewhat prepolleſied and biaſſed his Mind, as well 
as the Judgment of mot? other Writers on this Subject, 


Exprei- 


(45) 

Expreſſions elſewhere could be ſuppoſed to 
have been ſpoken by Chriſt, or by any of the 
Evangeliſts, in the Senſe they carry in the 
exulting Style of a People that were too high- 
ly elated, by the Glory of their military At- 
chievements and Triumphs, to ſpeak forth 
the Language of Truth and Soberneſs, could 


and induced him, in other Parts of his Works, to put 
ſuch a partial and limited Conſtruction upon the particular 
Texts and general Tenor of the Scriptures as we have 
no competent Warrant or Aythority for ; yet He could 
not, if I may ſo ſpeak, get rid of the Force of thoſe 
Terms which J have attempted to reſtore to their genuine 
Import and due Weight. His Words are theſe : © In or- 
« der to the more ſpeedy and effefual Propagation of this 
Doctrine, God was pleaſed to work a ſtrange Miracle 
“never wrought upon any Occaſion before or ſince. He 
* endowed the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity 
* with a Power of ſpeaking all Languages which they 
„had occaſion in their Travels to make uſe of, without 
* ever having ſtudied or learned them ; and this miracu- 
* lous Gift was common to all the Apoſtles, and conti- 
* nued till the Goſpel was publiſhed by them in moſt 
« Parts of the then known World; greater Evidence 
* than which God cannot be imagined to give of his De- 
« gn to communicate the Knowledge of this Doctrine uni- 
«* verſally and to all Nations; and if it was rejected in ſome 
Places, and the Progreſs of it obſtructed in others, this 
* does not hinder but that God deſigned it to be untverſally 
* known, and that it is in its awn Nature fit to be a Law 
to all Mangind.“ Something not unlike this might be 
produced from the preſent Lord Biſhop of London's Diſ- 


*15 abſurd to ſuppoſe that God has given any Law to the 
declared; for That would be to ſuppoſe that God in- 


* tended to give, and not to give, a Law to Mankind at 
te the ſame time,” _ | 


we, 


courſes, in one of which his Lordſhip obſerves, that “ it 


„World which He has not ſufficiently promulged and 
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we, I fay, ſuppoſe that theſe. Words were 
intended to denote ſuch Countries only a 

were within the Verge and Juriſdiction of the 
Roman Government, yet is it paſt Diſpute that 


every People and Nation on the face of the 


Earth muſt be comprehended under the Words 
of St. Paul in the Paſſage before referred to, 
where He ſpeaks of the Goſpel as having been 
publiſhed KHPYX@ENTOE EN ITAZH TH 
KTILEI TH YHO TON OTPANON. I pre- 
fume it will be admitted that the Apoſtle 
could not have deviſed Words better calculat- 
ed than theſe which I have now repeated, to 
obviate and preclude every plauſible Subter- 
fuge and Evaſion of his true Meaning, and to 
ſerve as an ample Confirmation of the Senti- 
ments which He had delivered in ſeveral other 


of his Epiſtles concerning the univerſal Pro- 


mulgation of the Chriſtian Doctrine. Now 
if we have Faith but as a Grain of Muſtard 
Seed, if we do but believe St. Paul and the 
other Writers of the New 'Teſtament to have 


been Perſons of moral Honeſty and Fidelity, 


much more if we are perſuaded that they were 
under the continual Guidance and Superinten- 
dency of the Spirit of God, and conſequently 


that, notwithſtanding the Defect of other 


Evidences, we may fafely reſt our Faith con- 
cerning any Article upon any one inconteſti- 
bly clear Declaration contained in their Writ- 


ings; or rather, if theſe Scriptures alone are 4 
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more ſure and infallible Ground of Faith, and 
a Teſtimony which does more ſtrongly inforce 
upon us an Obligation to aſſent to the Truth of 
any Matter, than the fulleſt hiſtorical Evidence 
that is merely human, then does this Text, 
(eſpecially when compared with the previous 
Command and Prediction of Chriſe) carry 
with it an irrefragable authoritative Argument 
to convince us of the Truth and Reality of 
the Promulgation of the Goſpel in that Ex- 
tent which has been inſiſted upon. And here, 
without giving up the high Prerogative of divine 
Superintendency, permit me to obſerve that 
theſe Scriptural Records have a peculiar De- 
gree of Credibility, conſidered as merely hu- 
man Aſſeverations of an Evangeliſt who had 
himſelf laboured abundantly in preaching the 


Goſpel in various Parts of the World, and in 


ſuch extenſive Travels may very well be ſup- 
poſed to have had ſufficient Opportunities of 
obtaining a well grounded Aſſurance of the 
Certainty of the Fact he acquaints us with. 
For the giving forth ſuch repeated Aſſertions, 
and thereby inculcating this Opinion in the 
Churches of the Saints, was in effe& nothing 
kſs than challenging the World and provoks 
ing the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity to detect, 
f; it were poſſible, the Falſhood of theſe AC 
ertions, and to expoſe the Error of thoſe 
Perſuaſion which the Chriſtians would 1 N 
concerning the Progreſs of the Goſpel; 
Ile 
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Iſſue on which no Man of St. Paul's Charac- 


ter, nor even of common Prudence, would 


have reſted the Credit of his Miniſtry, had he 


not been able to defend and maintain what he 


ſcrupled not again and again to affirm, In 
this view then, and brought down to the level 
of all other Hiſtory, the Teſtimony of this 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles is intitled to a 
great Degree of Attention and Credit, not 
from the Faithful only, but on all Hands, and 
the Authority of theſe, and of all the other 
ſcriptural Declarations on this Head, may be 
inforced upon the Confideration of Mankind 
in General, with the like Propriety, becauſe for 
the ſame Reaſon, that the Evidences of the ſame 
Scriptures, are inſiſted upon for eſtabliſhing 
the Truth of our Lord's Reſurrection; name- 
ly, becauſe neither the one nor the other 
of theſe Evidences can be ſtripped of 
their real intrinfick Weight and Force, 
though, in ſpight of this Force, each may 
ſometimes be found eventually inſufficient to 
overcome the Prejudices of Perſons who 


have given themſelves up to a want of all 


ſerious Concern about Matters of the laſt Im- 


portance. 

But it may be objected, that ſome Parts of 
the World being in the Apoſtolical Age un- 
| knbwn and undiſcovered, it was impoſſible 


that the Goſpel could be imparted to the In- 
habitants 
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649) 
habitants of theſe Countries [a]. It ſhall not 
ſuffice by way of Reply to the Objection to 


ing the Diſcuſſion of the Subject, it may be proper to be 


Diſcourſe would permit me to be. The only way to try 
the Reaſonableneſs of the ConjeCture I have offered, is to 
put the Queſtion, Whether ſuch a miraculous Tranſlation 
for the Purpoſes here ſuppoſed, is to be thought antorthy 
of God, Now if, as has been obſerved, there is really no 


as well for furthering the Publication as for inforcing the 
Reception of the Goſpel, and if there cannot be imagined 
an End more worthy of ſuch an Act of Divine Power, 


bold and unwarranted, yet need not be given up as a very 
improbable one, taken with the Reſtriqtion with which it 
in propo ſed, that is, Ir IT WAS NECESSARY for the car- 
rying into execution the Command of our Lord to his 
Diſciples, << Go ye into ALL THE WORLD, and preach 
the Goſpel to THE WHOLE CREATION.” , 


worthy of notice, in the Account which St. Luke has 
left of the Inſtance here mentioned. The Words and 


Alyt\@- de Ke tAgAnce mee OiAimTOY, Atywy, Aa- 
5101 $04 Foedov xala pionpoeaay en v odo Thy xala- 


The Engliſh Tranſlation and the Pointing is thus: And 
the Angel of the Lord ſpake unto Philip, ſaying, Ariſe and 


ruſalem unto Gaza, WHICH 7s deſert. As if the laſt 
Words were a Part of the Angel's Inſtruction to Philip, in 
which caſe the Sentence moſt probably would have run 


H en £e1p@-, whereas the Word being ATT H egi 


G human 


make this Rejoinder, How were thoſe of the 


[n] As this may be thought the chief Difficulty attend- 


ſomething more particular than the neceſſary Limits of a 


reſumption againſt the Exertion of ſupernatural Means 


than That which is here ſuppoſed, then this ConjeQuure, 
however by ſome Perſons it may de haſtily cenſured as 


There is a Circumſtance which ſeems to be not un- 


the Pointing of the 26th Verſe of the Original are thus: 


Ealrgoay amo IE as Tatar ATTH egi emp. 


go toward the South unto the Way that goeth down from Je- 


thus; eri Thy odo xalabauzoay ano Treponryu as I atay 


en-, and parted by the Pointing from the foregoing 


(5) 
human Race who firſt peopled theſe Regions 
conducted thither ? but let it be admitted that 
there is ſome Difficulty in this Matter becauſe 


X Words, the juſteſt Rendering would be, THE SAME i. 


deſert, and the right Acceptation of theſe Words ſeems 
to be not as a part of the Angel's Direction to Philip, but 
as a ſhort disjunctive Sentence or Note added by St. Lule 
himſelf, and probably intended as an Intimation of the Oc- 
caſion of Ph:lip's miraculous Tranſlation to Azetus, which 
He was juſt going to mention, namely, becauſe the Place 
to which He was ſent was Deſert. To ſome Perſons 
this Remark may poſſibly appear to be more minute than 
Juſt, while by others it may be thought to have a real 
Foundation in the Letter and Pointing of the Greek. And 
it is not here taken Notice of without any reſpect to the 
Subject under Conſideration. For ſetting aſide, as mere 
wanton Cavil, all that may be ſaid of the manifeſt Poſſi- 
bility of Philip's being brought through the deſert Country 
by the ordinary Protection and Guidance of the God whom 
he ſerved, and taking the Narrative as we find it, This 
Inference may juſtly be made ; "That whatever was the 
Reaſon for which God ſaw fit thus ſuddenly to tranſlate 


Philip in a miraculous manner from the deſert Country to 


Azatus, rather than to conduct him in an ordinary way, 
there could ſcarcely be any Motive of greater Moment and 
Importance, or more worthy of ſuch a fignal and peculiar 
Act of his Power, than ſuch a Publication of the Goſpel as 
was to claim the, utmoſt Parts of the Earth for the Puſ/ejton 


of his Son. Wherefore the Conjecture here offered, though 


indeed far from a certain and undoubted Account of the 
Manner in, which the Declarations of the Scripture were 
verified with regard to the Furtherance of the Goſpel to 
the moſt remote and obſcute Parts of the Creation, yet does 


not ſeem to be irrational and abſurd, and, as ſuch, inca- 


pable of ſerving the Purpoſe for which it is mentioned, 
which is merely to ſhew that neither our total Ignorance 
of the Means employed for carrying the Goſpel to the fur- 
thermoſt Parts of Ne World, nor the ſuppoſed Impoſſibility 
ef the thing, will authorize or juſtify any Concluſions to 
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(or) 
the Aſſurances we have of the Promulgation 
of the Goſpel are ſhort and delivered in gene- 
ral Terms. Yet this Difficulty (for 1 ſhall 


the Prejudice of the ſcriptural Teſtimonies ; becauſe if this 
could not be brought about by natural Means, yet it might 
be effected by ſuch miraculous Means as we ſee, by at leaſt 
one exactly ſimilar Inſtance of undoubted Authority, to 
be agreeable to the Methods of God's Providence, as well 
23 becauſe the Manner in which Chriſtianity was introduced 


to the World, by a continued Series and Diverſity of Mi- 


racles, does exclude all Preſumption againſt any particular 
kind of Miracle that might be ſubſervient and neceſſary to 
ſuch gracious and ſalutary Purpoſes. Thus though it were 
admitted to be impoſſible for Men, not acting under a Di- 
vine Commiſſion, to preach a Religion to every diſtinct Peo- 
ple upon the Face of the whole Earth, yet no Argument 
or Concluſion grounded upon this Conſideration will hold 
againſt the Poſſibility, or even againſt the Probability, of 
any Part of the Creation being viſited with the Salvation of 
that God who made the World, and aſſigned to all Men 
the Place of their Habitation. The Authority and Truth 
then of the ſcriptural Aſſurances may be maintained, not- 
withſtanding the Means employed for this Purpoſe are not 
diſcloſed ; and it concerns thoſe who require a clearer Ac- 
count of ſo intricate a Matter, to anſwer a like curious 
Queſtion which has been put, namely, How thoſe Perſons, 
or Colonies of Perſons, who firſt peopled theſe Regions, 
were conducted thither ? To aſcertain the Time when 
the firſt Settlements were made in theſe Parts is a matter 
of no great Difficulty, becauſe Moſes has told us, that at the 
Building of the City of Babel the Lord ſcattered the People 
abroad from thence upon the Face of all the Earth; but ſince 
he has not informed us what Courſe they took in order to 
their Arrival thither, we are as much at a loſs to account 
for ſo undoubted a Fact as the peopling of theſe Parts of the 
World, as to ſhew how the Goſpel could be carried among 
them, or how there could be at Feru/alem Religious Pro- 
Jelytes out of every Nation under Heaven, Tis poſſible 
that theſe Countries might not from the Beginning of the 
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ſhew that there was no Impoſſibility in the 


Caſe) this Difficulty, I ſay, cannot be urged as 


an Exception to the Truth of the ſcriptural 


World be unknown to every other Part of the Globe, and, 
if they were not, it ſeems to be not very reaſonable to 


imagine that ſucceeding Ages have been totally unacquaint- 


ed even with the Exiſtence of ſuch Countries. Sir Halter 


Raleigh ſuppoſes that all the Parts of the World were 
known to Noah, and that after the Flood his Children and 


.their Deſcendants werenot diſperſed at random, and left to 
ſeek out Habitations for themſelves, but that each of them 


had their reſpective Lands aſſigned by him. Bochar;, 
in the Preface to the ſecond Part of his Geography, obſerves, 
that © Moſes was more ſkilful in Geography than either 
% Homer or Heſiod, or any of later Limes among the 
« Gryecians, and that he mentions more Nations, and 
cc thoſe far more remote.” He is alſo of Opinion that if 


Sanchoniathon's Hiftory of the Phenicians, who © ſailed 


«© through the whole World, was now extant, it would 
give great Light to ſacred and profane Hiſtory, and 


<« that we ſhould learn many things concerning the an- 


c tient Inhabitants of the Earth, and the Migration of 
Nations. But Time having long ſince conſumed, to the 
great Prejudice of Learning, theſe Monuments, we have 


nothing more remaining of the Hiſtory of the Pheni- 


te cans but a few Fragments ſcattered here and there in 
«© the Writings of the Greeks and Romans.“ Some learn- 
ed Men have been inclined to think the xviii®* Chapter of 
Iſaiah to relate to theſe Countries, as alſo that Ophir, from 
whence the Gold was brought for Solomon's Temple, is the 
ſame with Peru in America; and it has alſo been ſuppoſed 


that this very Country is the great Iſland mentioned by 


Diadarus Siculus, and by Plato, in his Timeus, under the 
Name of Inſala Atlantis. But without inquiring he- 
ther any Streſs may be laid upon ſuch Preſumptions as theſe, 
or whether they are deſtitute of a folid Foundation, 
(which is perhaps moſt generally ſuppoſed). Jet them be 


regarded only as a Proof that it has not been the Univer- 


Ml Opinion that this Part of the Globe was intirely un- 
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Aſſertions by any who aſſent to St. Paul's 


Declaration that all the Scripture, all the ſe- 


yeral Parts of the Evangelical Scripture, are 


hnotun to the Antients, but rather, as is indeed on all 
hands admitted, that it was but little known to them, and 
that no regular Correſpondence and Intercourſe of other 
Nations with theſe Countries can be traced out till the late 
Diſcovery of two or three Centuries ago. Of this there 
is no Doubt, but of more than this there is not an univerſal 
Conſent or any abſolute Certainty. It is remarkable, that 
the Lord Biſhop of London, in his Appendix, taking Notice 
how generally the idolatrous Worſhip of the Serpent had 


obtained in the World, obſerves (in Terms which ſeem 


to ſuppoſe that it was moſt probably derived from the Ex- 
ample of other Nations, and not original among them) 
that this Species of Idolatry, however it came there, was 
found in America upon the firſt Diſcovery of that Country. 
China, I ſuppoſe, may be looked upon as a Part of the 
World unknown, or very little known, to the Antients; 
yet ſome are of Opinion that the Goſpel was preached 
there by the ſame Apoſtles who carried it to the Indies, 
the Grounds of which Suppoſition may be ſeen in the Hiſ- 
tories of that Country, I ſhall only obſerve here, that 
whoever conſiders ſome very remarkable Paſſages in the 
Writings of their great Philoſopher Confucius, which can 
never be thought the Product of natural Parts and Know- 
ledge, will perhaps be inclined to think, that either he 
had by ſome means been acquainted with the Fewifh 
Scriptures, and the Faith and Expectation of the Fewifb 
Church, or elſe that the Wiſdom of God ſaw fit to inſtil 
into his Mind ſome Notices and Preſages of the Salvation 
that was to be revealed in the laſt Time, not to be ſure for 
no Purpoſe at all, but that his Credit and Authority might 
be a Means of diſpoſing that remote People for the Recep- 
tion of the Myſtery hich was to be made known to all 
Nations for the Obedience of Faith. And thus the Teſ- 
timony of the Scriptures, that there were at Jeruſalem at 
the Day of Pentecoſt devout Jews, or Proſelytes to the 
Javiſh Religion, out of every Nation under Heaven, and 
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(54) 
given by Inſpiration of God, and think it their 
Wiſdom and their Duty to believe upon the 
Word of the Holy Ghoſt. Now this Divine 


Teſtimony is the Evidence upon which the 


Subject under Conſideration depends for its 


Support, and it is particularly to be remem- 


the Relation, in ſome Parts of the Old Teſtament, of the 
very great Number of Strangers that were at certain 
times found in the Land of /rael, theſe Accounts ought 
to be of Weight to incline us to believe, (to believe, I ſay, 
notwithſtanding the Defect of other merely human Teſti— 
mony) that no Part of Mankind was ever by any Circum- 
ſtances of Time or Place abſolutely excluded from a Par- 
ticipation of the Benefits of God's providential Diſpenſa- 
tions; and ſhould we hereafter come to be acquainted 
with the utmoſt Bounds of the Creation, (which are with 
good Reaſon ſuppoſed to be ſtill undiſcovered,) no Man 
can take upon himſelf to anſwer for it that the State of 
ſuch Countries will not afford either certain Demonſtra- 
tions or probable Arguments in Confirmation of what the 
Sctiptures teach us to believe of the Original Univerſal 
Publication of the Goſpel. Such Evidences however arc 
not a neceſſary and indiſpenſible Condition of a rational 


Faith in the Aſſurances of the holy Seripture. For the 


Nature and Authority of this Evidence is ſuch as cannot 
be affected by merely negative Arguments, or by any thing 
leſs than a clear Demonstration of the Impe/Jibility of ſuch 
an unlimited Propagation of the Goſpel. Wherefore 
fince, as has been hinted elſewhere, we could not reaſon- 
ably expect to have any other Accounts of the firſt Preach- 
ing of the Chri/tian Religion in ſeveral Parts of the World 
than the Evangeliſts themſelves had Opportunity of leav- 
ing behind them, and it was impoſſible for any one of 
them, or for each of them diſtinctly, to convey down to 
us à particular Detail of their ſeveral Labours in the Mi- 
niſtry, of all the Meaſures that were employed and the 
Aids that were vouchſafed for this End, inaſmuch as They; 
who were the chief Agents in this great Work, were dif 
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. 
bered that the Credit of this Evidence cannot 
be deſtroyed or ſet aſide by any thing leſs than 
a clear Demonſtration of the Impoſſibility of the 
Fact in Queſtion. It is no ſufficient Reaſon 
to infer the negative, That the Scriptures do 
not enable us to trace out ſtep by ſtep the Pro- 


perſed into different Parts of the World, and de ns Sheep 
to. the Slaughter for the Teſtimony of Feſus, upon theſe 
Accounts we deny that, under the preſent Circumſtances 
and Condition of the Evangelical Hiſtory, there is any 
ſuch material Deſect as may exempt us from the Obliga- 
tion of believing this Article in the Latitude in which it is 
inſiſted upon in the Scriptures. And thus, as a Defect of 
more particular Accounts of the Propagation of the Goſ- 
pel does not detract from the true Meaning and Weight of 
the general Aſſurances which we have concerning it, ſa 
neither can the Evangelical Writers be ſuppoſed to ſpeak 
Hyperbolically, or be charged with Error or Afiſtake. 
They cannot be ſuppoſed to ſpeak Hyperbolically, becauſe 
4 Narration of real Tranſactions and plain Matters of Fact 
does leaſt of all require or admit of figurative Language, 
and becauſe common Diſcretion would have taught them 
not to uſe, but rather carefully to avoid making uſe of, 
thoſe very Terms which, of all others that could be deviſed, 
do moſt ſtrongly denote the Univerfality of the Goſpel, 
had it not been the very thing they intended to inculcate. 
Nor yet can they be ſuppoſed to ſpeak according to human 
ior, or private Opinion of the Extent and Bounds 
of the. Creation; becauſe this Particular, as declared by 


the Minifters of the Goſpel, is to be conſidered not as a 


Matter of Science, of human Learning, or private Opinion, 
but as 4 Matter of the bighe/t Importance reſpecting the 


cerned either to ſecure them from Error, or to withdraw 
thoſe miraculous Powers which could not but be conſi- 
dexed as a continued divine Atteſtation to the Truth and 
Authority of whatever they delivered. to the Chri/tian 
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(93 
greſs of the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel unto 
every diſtin People. For (not to mention 
that the Hiſtory of the As is by no means 
a compleat Account of the Labours and Tra- 


vels of all the Apoſtles, and for very obvious 


Reaſons could not be made ſuch) why ſhould 
it be ſuppoſed that the Deſigns of the Al- 
mighty are never conducted by ſecret and co- 
vert Methods, but that they are always accom- 
pliſhed in ſuch an open and viſible Way as 


leaves no Room for his Creatures to render 


Him the due Homage and Obedience of an 
implicit Submiſſion of their weak Reaſon and 


Underſtanding to the Declarations of his 


Word? There is ſurely no Preſumption a- 
gainſt the Exertion of ſupernatural Means as 
well for furthering the Publication as for inforc- 
ing the Reception of the Cbriſtian Doctrine! 
Should it then be imagined that the Apoſtles 


were ſometimes miraculouſly tranſlated from 


Place to Place, tis eaſy to foreſee in what 
Manner ſuch a conjectural Account, though 
it has ſome Countenance from Scripture, 


would be rejected by ſceptical Men, who are 


not uſed to conſider that God's Ways are not. as 


our Ways, nor. bis J. boughts- as our Thoughts ; 
but, in the Judgment of the conſiderate and 


ſerious. Part of. Mankind, ſuch a miraculous 


Tranflation of the Perſons of ſome of the 


Apoſtles might be thought no? af all more incre-, 


dible than any other Miracle, Fit was neceſſary 
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for the carrying into execution the Command 
of their Lord, Go ye into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature, or, as it 


has been ſuppoſed that the ſame Words in St. 


Pauls Epiſtle ſhould have been rendered, 
10 the whole Creation [0]. And though ſuch 
x Conjecture can only ſhew the Inſufficiency 
4 Objections from a ſuppoſed Impoſſibility 
that the Word of the Goſpel could be impart- 
ed unto the then unknown Ends of the ds. 


10 So the Word 3 Kricig is rendered in our Engliſh Ver- 
fon of Rom. viii. 22. In the old Tranſlation, publiſhed 
with Beza's Greek Teſtament, we have the Rendring of 
the Texts here cited from St. Mart s Goſpel and St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, together with a Note lubjomed 
to each, in the following Words: 

Marc. xvi. 15. Profecti in Mundum Univerſum præ- 


 dicate Evangelium omni orbi condito. ] Ian Ty xlicet, 


Supra annotavimus varium uſum hujus vocabuli in his libris, 
quamvis non ſatis Latin, tamen veluti Latii jure Theolo- 
gis donati, Hic vero pro humano omni genere accipitur, ſive 
pro omnibus gentibus, ut loguuntur Matthæus et Lucas; 
idque non fine magna Emphaſi, quam ut indicarem, malui 
omnem orbem conditum quam totum mundum vel omnes 
homines interpretari. Perinde enim eft ac ſi diceret Domi- 
2 h bi jam decretum eſſe, ſicut omnium hominum Conditor 
eff, ita etiam per univerſum orbem terrarum promulgare 
gratuitæ Remiſſionis nuncium, c. 


Ci,. i. 23. Toti creato Mundo] Ev Tacy ty lee, 


id eft, univerſis hominibus, ive in toto orbe quacunque 


patet, ut Marc. xvi. 15. Simpliciter autem Apoſtolus hac 
formula figni ficat Evangelium non terminari unius Judææ 
Anguftiis, ſed fulguris mnftar ab Oriente ad Occidentem, de- 
nigue per totum orbem inter quaſyis Gentes micare. Agit 
enim de Gentium vocatiane, cujus ipſe fuerit mirificum quod- 


dam pre « ceteris Organum, 
H (which 


-- — 


(58). 
| (which | it has been obſerved | is all that is re- 
quiſite to ſave the Credit of the Teſtimony 


of the Scriptures) yet certain it is, that ſome 


of the Means employed for ſpreading the 
Goſpel were of this kind, for it is worthy of 
Remark, that there is an Inſtance recorded by St. 
Luke of ſuch a miraculous Tranſlation of a 
Preacher of the Goſpel, namely that of Phi, 
who, after he had inſtructed the Eunuch of E- 
FD1opta in the Grounds of the Chriftian Doc- 
trine, and had baptized him, was caught away 
by the Spirit of the Lord, that the Eunuch faw 


him no more, and was found at Azo!us, I 


will not to this Inſtance ſubjoin a Recital of 


the miraculous Tranſlation of the Prophet 
Habakkuk to the Lion's Den in which Daniel 
was ſhut up, becauſe the Relation is contained 
in an Apocryphal Book, the Authority of 
which is not peremptorily to be inſiſted upon. 
Yet this much may perhaps not without Rea- 
ſon be collected from it, That, however fabu- 
lous ſuch Accounts may appear to us, the 
Notion of miraculous Tranſlations of certain 
Perſons for the Manifeſtation of the Divine 
Power and Interpoſition upon extraordinary 
Occaſions, was not, by the People of the Land 


of Jewry, thought. to be altogether chimerical 


and extravagant, and deſtitute of any Foun- 


dation. ([p] 


[p] There is one Paſſage of Scripture, which, thouoh it 
ae nat, totidem verbis, declare the Publication of the 
Goſpel at its firſt Introduction to ſuch Parts of the World 
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- In ſhort, whatever Difficulties, whatever Ob- 
ſcurity or Intricacy the Subject I have been in 
quiring into may be attended with, yet we 


as are ſuppoſed to have been then unknown, does yet fully 
come up to the Point, and as clearly amount to the ſame 
thing as any Words that could be deviſed, as will be 
evident to any one who conſiders the Connection of the 
ſeveral Parts and Contexture of the whole Paſſage. This 
is St. Paul's Speech to the Men of Athens, upon finding an 
Altar inſcribed To rhe unknown God, On this Occaſion 
He tells them, that whom they ignorantly worſhiped Ie N 
declared unto them, even the God that made of one Blood 12 
ALL NATIONS OF MEN FOR TO DHELLL ON 79 
ALL THE FACE OF THE EA RT H, and had dater- 1 * 
mined the Times before appointed, AND THE BOUNDS OF "14 
THEIR HABITATION. And then, having in the three 7 bo 
intermediate Verſes corrected their Superſtition, He adds 08 
in the zor Verſe, And the Times of this Ignorance God 4108 
winked at, but now commandeth, or ſendeth a Meſſage to 148 
ALL MEN EVERY WHERE TO REPENT. * - 
Theſe laſt Words do evidently anſwer and correſpond to the 0 
Terms of the 2600 Verſe, and teach us that God was now 1 who 
about to viſit with his Salvation every Nation of Men whom " RA 
He had made to dwell on All the Face of the Earth, and 
the Bounds ef whoſe Habitation he had limited or determined. + 
To this Acceptation of the Paſlage only one Objection. 8 
occurs to me, namely, that the Words, he now commantd- — W 
th, may be underſtood of the whole Duration of the 
Diſpenſation of the Grace of God, inaſmuch as it may be WS”. 
conſidered as a continued Call upon Mankind to embrace 1 
the Faith and Salvation which is preached by the Goſpel., 157 
But this Objection will not be thought well founded by 
any, who, laying aſide Prejudice, will attend to the Paſ- Bs” 
ſage with an impartial Mind. For, not to mention that 1 
if che Meaning was, that by this Diſpenfation foine Na- 1 
tions were to be called upon at a remote Period and after 
ſeveral Ages, it is more probable that ſome Terms implying 
Futurity would have been uſed rather than the preſen 
tenſe, God now commandeth all Men every where to re- 


A have 


_ ( 6o ) 

have all the Certainty that the Word of God can 
give, that the Goſpel was publiſhed through- 
out the. whole World, the Language of the 


Scriptures concerning this Point being very ge- 


neral and perſpicuous, and of as clear and ob- 
vious Meaning as any other Part of the whole 
New Teſtament. And to this ſure Word of Pro- 


pent; not to inſiſt particularly upon this Circumſtance, 
the Objection is precluded by the Words immediately 
preceding, And the Times of this Ignorance God winked at, 


which are manifeſtly oppoſed to the latter Part of the Vette, 


but now commandeth all Men every where to repent ; and 
the Reaſon follows immediately why it was requiſite that 
the Law of the Goſpel of Chr:/? ſhould be preached to all 
Men, namely, becauſe God had appointed Him (now in 
his human Nature exalted to his Right Hand) to be 
the Judge of All. The two Parts of the 3o" Verſe ! 


ſay are plainly ppoſed to each other, which could not 


have been, had not an Alteration in the State of Mankind, 


and a Change from the worſe to a better, been ſuppoſed, 


er, in other Words, had they not been every where, as 
the Text expreſly declares, called out of their State of 
Sin and Ignorance, by having tendered to them the Offer 
of Repentance unto Salvation, This Paſſage then, taking 
into Conſideration the Connection of its ſeveral Parts, 
may be inſiſted upon as a moſt explicit and abſolute Teſ- 
timony of the Publication of the Goſpel at the firſt to 
EVERY NATION OF MEN THAT DELL ON 
ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH, even as far as 


THE BOUNDS OF THEIR HABITATIONS extend. 


And ſo I find ſeveral Commentators take Notice that this 
Paſlage does molt ſtrongly aſſert the Univerſality of God's 
calling upon Men to enter into the Covenant of Grace. 
And it is particularly to be remarked, that this Text is oi 
the Number of thoſe which are inſpired in the moſt ſtrict 
and proper Senſe, inaſmuch as it is a Declaration of the 
divine Purpoſes and Adminiſtrations, which no Man can 


know but by the Teaching of the Spirit of God. 
phec- 


( 61 d] | 
Fhecy St. Peter admoniſhes us to take beed, as 
unto a Light that ſbineth in a dark Place, and 
to conſider that 20 Prophecy of the Scripture 
is of any private Interpretation. Difficulty of 
aſcertaining the manner in which any Part 
of the inſpired Writings was fulfilled, does 
adminiſter a fit Occafion of admiring the Depth 
of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God, who, 
to controul the Pride of human Reaſon, has 
declared that His Judgments are oft-times un- 


ſearchable, and his Ways paſt finding out, but 


can by no Means juitify the accommodating to 
our Conceits and Prejudices the clear Atteſta- 
tions of Chriſt, and of thoſe holy Men of God 
who ſpake and wrote as they were moved or 
guided by the Holy Ghoſt. Thus our Obli- 
gation to believe and aſſert the Univerſality of 
the Chri/tian Revelation, ariſes from the plain 
undoubted Aſſurances which God himſelf, 


even the Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from 


the Father, hath given us concerning it. For 


it is eafier for Heaven and Earth to paſs away 


than that the Words of Cbriſt ſhould fail of 
their Accompliſhment, who declared that, be- 
fore that Generation ſhould paſs, this thing 
ſhould be fulfilled; and therefore, though had 


the Scriptures been filent, it would then have 
been leſs material to labour the Proof of this 


Point, yet fince the Aſſertion has it's Founda- 
tion in the ſacred Writings, and derives its 
Support from this Fountain of Truth, there 

5 18 
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(662) 

is 4 Neceſſity that it ſhould be retained, and 
conſequently it is expedient and uſeful to in- 
veſtigate the Methods by which theſe Decla- 
rations, frequently occurring in the Writings 
of the New Teſtament, (perhaps I might alſo 
add in the Prophecies under the Old Teſta- 
ment [o]) may appear to have been verified. 
Upon this Account then, and becauſe they were 
manifeſtly intended for the Furtherance of the 
good Tidings of Salvation unto all Parts of 
the World, it is not only reaſonable but neceſ- 
ſary to inſiſt upon the Importance of thoſe 
miraculous Powers and providential Events, 
which, under the general Aſſurances of the 
Holy Scriptures, have been made the Baſis 
of this Suppolition, ſince, ſetting them aſide, 
with the whole Train of Conſequences reſult- 
ing from them, it ſeems to be abſolutely im- 
poſſible either to give an Account of the 
manner in which our Lord's Prediction con- 
cerning the Publication of the Goſpel among 
all Nations, antecedently to the Deſtruction 
of the Temple at Jeruſalem, was fulfilled, or 


I] There are many Paſſages in the Old Teſtament 
which ſeem to countenance the Suppoſition here advanced, 
But as the Terms of theſe Paſſages are ſuch as poſſibly 
may not be thought, beyond all diſpute, to relate folely to 
the original Publication of the Goſpel, I have thought 
it not material to refer to them, but they are left, without 
any Remarks upon them here, to every one's own Conſi- 
deration. | 
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to ſhew what were the Grounds of the repeat- 


ed Declarations of St. Paul, who was under the 
Guidance and Tuition of the Spirit of Chriſt. 

I ſhall now take notice of only one Circum- 
ſtance more, which is too remarkable to be 
paſſed over; namely, The Correſpondence of 
the Term prefixed for the Completion of this 
Prediction, with the Time when thoſe of St. 
Paul's Epiſtles, in which theſe Declarations are 
contained, were written to the Chriſtian Church- 
es; for none of theſe Epiſtles were written a- 
bove ten Years, and ſome of them not half that 


in thoſe of an earlier Date, when the Predic- 
tion had not received its Accompliſhment, 
This Aſſertion is not to be found. 


Thus I have endeavoured with Faithfulneſs 


and Impartiality to interpret the Senſe, and ſet 
forth the Weight of the Scriptural Evidence on 


this very important Topick ; being at the ſame 
time ſenfible, that the Authority of many 
to all that has been advanced, Perſons, the 


be the worſt of Injuries to call in guet, or 
to undervalue. But if the Teſtimonies here 


are clear, determinate, and glaring, the Force 


lidate but only the inconcluſive Plea from the 
State of the World in After-times WI reſpect 


to 


time, prior to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem; and 


great and excellent Perſons may be oppoſed 


Goodneſs and Piety of whoſe Deſigns it would 


produced for the other fide of the Queſtion 


of which nothing elſe can be offered to inva- 
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| (64) 
to Religion, then would it not be more wiſe 
and prudent, as well as more pious, to believe 
that the Goſpel was put and left with all Na- 
tions, though ſo many of them, like the 
Eaſtern Pcople, are gone out of the Way and 


_ become abominable, than, by conſenting to the 
Ed Denial of this Fact, to furniſh the Adverſaries 
535 of our Faith with a more unanſwerable Ex- 
55 ception to the Veracity of the Scriptures, and 
a conſequently againſt the Foundation of our 
2a Religion, than any other that their Art and 
„ Malice can invent? Permit me now briefly to 
1 bobſerve, that the Repreſentation here given of 
1 the Conduct of God's Providence in uſhering 
* into the World a Diſpenſation which is declar- 
1 ed to be the laſt and moſt perfect that ſhall be 
1 vouchſafed to Mankind, as it has the greateſt 
Wo, Countenance and Sanction from the Letter of the 
17% inſpired Writings, and is highly agreeable to 
* i the Characters by which He has therein made 
| 1 himſelf known to us, of The Father of Mercies, 
Fs | the God of all Comfort, and no Reſpecter of Per- 
1,538 s ; E ce 
un ſons, ſo it.can ſcarcely be thought leſs conſiſtent : ge 
1 with the natural Apprehenſions of Men con- l M 
Wh cerning the Attributes and Perfections of the du- N 1 
preme Parent of the Univerſe, to whom, as the C1 
Fountain of Being and Bleſſing, they might *Di 
look up for a free Communication of all things * aſt 


pertaining to Life and God!ineſs, From what ador 
has been offered then, I preſume, it appears, that Wor 
by theſe Means the Goſpel haz been publ. ih | 
5 an 


(65) 


and the Way of Salvation made known to all the 


Morld, and that thus were all Men every where, 


| whether they would hear or whether they would 
forbear, called upon to repent, and turn from 
Idols to ſerve the living and true God, namely 


by the Report of credible Perſons concerning 
the Deith's bearing witneſs to the firſt Miniſters 


of thisGoſpel both 201th Signs, and Wonders, and 
with divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 


as likewiſe by the Sublime Genius of the Doc- 
trines, and the Sanctity, Excellence, and Per- 
tection of the Precepts which this Revelation 


contained, and withal by its Importance to 


their eternal State ; each of which Character- 


iſticks was a preſumptive Evidence of the Di- 
vine Origin of the Revelation, and demanded 


from thoſe to whom it was promulged as a 
Rule of Faith and Life, an Enquiry into the 


Nature and Grounds of it with Reverence and 


Godly Fear, with Impartiality, Seriouſneſs, and 
Solicitude, ſince, to borrow the Words of a 
late excellent Prelate, Inattention, Negli- 
* gence, Want of all ſerious Concern about a 
Matter of ſuch a Nature and ſuch Impor- 
* tance, is, before a diſtin&t Conviction of 
*it's Truth, as real immoral Depravity and 
Diſſoluteneſs, as Neglect of Religious Practice 
*aſter ſuch Conviction.” 
adore the Goodneſs and Mercy of God in the 


Words of St. Paul; Thanks be unto God which 
| e bath 


Wherefore let us 
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(6669) 
bath made manifeſt the Savour of bis Know- 
ledge by the Preachers of the Goſpel in every 
Place, that is, (to retain the Metaphor which 
the Apoitle utes) who hath put it to the 
Trial, and thereby made it manifeſt how Men 
in every Place would re/z/þ the Goſpel. Por, 
whatever was the Succeſs of their Labours, 
They, inaſmuch as they preached the pure 
Word of God, were unto God a ſweet Savour 
of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved and in them 
that periſh. To thoſe who through the hard- 
neſs of their Hearts rejected the Counſel of God 
againſt them ſelves, they were ihe Savour of Death 
unto Death; but unto thoſe who were glad, 
and rejoiced in bis Salvation, they were the Sa— 
veur of Life unto Life. 

Io ſum up all then, on the footing of this 
Diſcourſe; The Univerſality of the Chriſtian 
Revelation being clearly aſſerted in many Places 
of Holy Scripture interpreted, as all Relations 
of Matters of Fact muſt neceſſaril) be inter- 
preted, according to the plain, 3 literal 
Senſe of the Words, it muſt become an Ar- 
ticle of Faith with all thoſe who profeſs to 
believe the Truth and Divine Authority of 
theſe Writings, and That whether the whole 
Series of F ay and Circumſtances concurring 
to effect ſuch, a general Publication of the 
Goſpel, could be indiſputably aſcertained or 
not. But ſince the . imparted to the A- 
A N Poſtles, 


(979) } 
poſtles, and alſo the Time, Place, and Qua- 
lity of the Multitude in whoſe Preſence they 

were thus endued with Power from on High, 
cannot but be conſidered as Means adapted for, 
and under the Conduct of Divine Providence 
capable of accompliſhing this great Work, in 
conformity to our Saviour's Prophecies, and 
within the Period of Time limited by Him, 
there is no room to doubt that thus has the 
Goſpel actually been publiſhed to all Nations; 
Principally by the Labours of the Apoſtles 


carrying or tranſmitting the good Tidings of 
it, and of the miraculous Evidences by which 
it was confirmed, to other, and particularly to 
their reſpective Countries; and by the Fame 
of our Saviour's Birth, Life, Actions, and 
Sufferings, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion : and 
yet further by the ſeveral Eſtabliſhments of 
Chriſtianity in different Kingdoms, For each 
of theſe Eſtabliſhments, as a viſible Society, 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, preſerving the revealed Oracles of 
God, and having a regular ſtanding Miniſtry 
tor their Inſtruction and Edification, may be 


conſidered as a City upon an Hill, which can- 


nt be hid, inviting the neighbouring Nations 


to its Communion and Fellowſhip 1 in the Faith 
of Corift. 


51 con- 


themſelves, and alſo by the firſt Converts 


(68) 
1 conclude with. a practical Reflection or 
two, naturally ariſing from the Subject of this 
Diſcourſe : namely, how great Obligations the 
Excellency and Importance of our Religion 


does lay upon us Chriſtians, as to pray for the 


Individuals among us who ſtill remain 1 
Darkneſs and the Spada of Death, that God 
would be pleaſed to make the Light of his Knne- 
ledge fhine in their Hearts, and for the whole 
Bodies of People, who are yet Aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael, that they may remem- 
ber themfeves and be turned unto the Lord, and 


all the Kindreds of the Nations worſhip before 


Him; fo likewiſe to take heed to ourſelves, 
that We be not found unworthy of the great 
Benefits we enjoy; that neither by an open 
declared Contempt of any of the Doctrines 
or Duties of this holy Religion, nor by licen- 
tious Practices, nor yet dy a careleſs and un- 
thinking Life, we do deſpite tothedhirit of Grace, 
but that we ſhew ourſelves to be God's pecy- 
kan People, fincere and without Offence till the 
Day of Chriſt, flled with ail the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs which are by Jeſus Cnriſt 70 the 
Glory and Praiſe of God. More eſpecially is 
it incumbent on thoſe ho have been appoint- 
ed to the Work ofthe Minifiry, to let. their 
Light- ſhine before Men, and approve them- 


ſelves the Sons of God without rebuke in the 


mat of a crooked. and perverſe Nation ; by 
2 the 
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1 

e uniform Holineſs of their Lives, the un- 
fected habitual Purity and Unblameableneſs 
their Converſation, to ſhew that they are 
roughly furniſbed unto every good Word 
1d Work, to effectuate the great End of their 
ublick Functions, and daily iniſter Grace 
Ir the perfecting of the Saints, and edifying of 
Body of Chriſt. So will it be manifeſt 
at God's Word, which came forth out of his 
tb, hath not returned unto Him void, but 


thing whereto He ſent it. 
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4. 1. 18, 19. of Note read but then only is Faith an Act 
of Confidence | 

18. 1.13. read the ſame and no clearer Idea, can ſcarcely 

20.1, 4. in Note read Participles of the ſame Tenſe are uſed; 


44. 1.20, of Note read John * 


th accompliſhed his Pleaſure, and proſpered in 
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